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Science now knows that many of the pillars of Darwinian theory are
either false or misleading. Yet biology texts continue to present them
as factual evidence of evolution.

Review of Darwin Day in America and

Moral Darwinism

By Jeff Stueber

| recommend these books if you want to know how evolution has
impacted our societies. | recommend Hitchens get these books as well.

LSI News: Next Meeting / Guest Blog Posts / Seek Candidates for Office
Nuggets: Ten Things Not to Worry About

News

Kids’ Page: Cedar

My View: Crackdown on German Home Schools is Scary

Coming

Survival of the Fakest—Part 3
A look at Darwin’s finches and the idea that apes became humans.

A Review of Ken Ham’s Presentation on Creation/Evolution

The main issue is not about creation/evolution. It is also not about the age of
the earth. The main issue is upholding the authority of the Word of God and
confronting the forces of the secular humanists that are taking over the
culture.
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Part 2

SCIENCE NOW KNOWS THAT
MANY OF THE PILLARS OF
DARWINIAN THEORY ARE EITHER
FALSE OR MISLEADING. YET
BIOLOGY TEXTS CONTINUE TO
PRESENT THEM AS FACTUAL
EVIDENCE OF EVOLUTION. WHAT
DOES THIS IMPLY ABOUT THEIR
SCIENTIFIC STANDARDS?

— JONATHAN WELLS

Darwin’s Tree of Life
arwin wrote in The
Origin of Species: “1
view all beings not

L as special creations,

but as the lineal descendants of
some few beings” that lived in
the distant past. He believed that
the differences among modern
species arose primarily through
natural selection, or survival of
the fittest, and he described the
whole process as “descent with
modification.”
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No one doubts, of course, that
a certain amount of descent with
modification occurs within spe-
cies. But Darwin’s theory claims
to account for the origin of new
species — in fact, for every spe-
cies since the first cells emerged
from the primordial ooze.

This theory does have the vir-
tue of making a prediction: If all
living things are gradually modi-
fied descendants of one or a few
original forms, then the history of
life should resemble a branching
tree. Unfortunately, despite offi-
cial pronouncements, this predic-
tion has in some important re-
spects turned out to be wrong.

The fossil record shows the
major groups of animals appear-

This article originally appeared in The
American Spectator magazine. Permission to
reprint the article has been given by the
Discovery Institute with headquarters in
Seattle, Washington. It was written by
Jonathan Wells.




ing fully formed at about the
same time in a “Cambrian explo-
sion,” rather than diverging from
a common ancestor. Darwin
knew this, and considered it a
serious objection to his theory.
But he attributed it to the imper-
fection of the fossil record, and
he thought that future research
would supply the missing ances-
tors.

But a century and a half of
continued fossil collecting has
only aggravated the problem.
Instead of slight differences ap-
pearing first, then greater differ-
ences emerging later, the greatest
differences appear right at the
start. Some fossil experts de-
scribe this as “top-down evolu-
tion,” and note that it contradicts
the “bottom-up” pattern predicted
by Darwin’s theory. Yet most
current biology textbooks don’t
even mention the Cambrian ex-
plosion, much less point out the
challenge it poses for Darwinian
evolution.

Then came the evidence from

molecular biology. Biologists in
the 1970’s began testing Dar-
win’s branching-tree pattern by
comparing molecules in various
species. The more similar the
molecules in two different spe-
cies are, the more closely related
they are presumed to be. At first
this approach seemed to confirm
Darwin’s tree of life. But as sci-
entists compared more and more
molecules, they found that differ-
ent molecules yield conflicting
results. The branching-tree pat-
tern inferred from one molecule
often contradicts the pattern ob-
tained from another.

Canadian molecular biologist
W. Ford Doolittle doesn’t think
the problem will go away. Maybe
scientists “have failed to find the
‘true tree’,” he wrote in 1999,
“not because their methods are
inadequate or because they have
chosen the wrong genes, but be-
cause the history of life cannot
properly be represented as a
tree.” Nevertheless, biology text-
books continue to assure students
that Darwin’s Tree of Life is a
scientific fact overwhelmingly
confirmed by evidence. Judging
from the real fossil and molecular
evidence, however, it is an un-
substantiated hypothesis mas-
querading as a fact.

They All Look Alike:
Homology in Vertebrate Limbs
Most introductory biology
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textbooks carry drawings of ver-
tebrate limbs showing similarities
in their bone structures. Biolo-
gists before Darwin had noticed
this sort of similarity and called it
“homology,” and they attributed
it to construction on a common
archetype or design. In The Ori-
gin of Species, however, Darwin
argued that the best explanation
for homology is descent with
modification, and he considered
it evidence for his theory.

Darwin’s followers rely on
homologies to arrange fossils in
branching trees that supposedly
show ancestor-descendant rela-
tionships. In his 1990 book, Evo-
lution and the Myth of Creation-
ism, biologist Tim Berra com-
pared the fossil record to a series
of Corvette models: “If you com-
pare a 1953 and a 1954 Corvette,
side by side, then a 1954 and a
1955 model, and so on, the de-
scent with modification is over-
whelmingly obvious.”

But Berra forgot to consider a
crucial, and obvious, point: Cor-
vettes, so far as anyone has yet
been able to determine, don’t
give birth to little Corvettes.
They, like all automobiles, are
designed by people working for
auto companies. In other words,
an outside intelligence. So al-
though Berra believed he was
supporting Darwinian evolution
rather than the pre-Darwinian
explanation, he unwittingly
showed that the fossil evidence is
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compatible with either. Law pro-
fessor (and critic of Darwinism)
Phillip E. Johnson dubbed this :
“Berra’s Blunder.”

The lesson of Berra’s Blunder
is that we need to specify a natu-
ral mechanism before we can
scientifically exclude designed
construction as the cause of ho-
mology. Darwinian biologists
have proposed two mechanisms:
developmental pathways and ge-
netic programs. According to the
first, homologous features arise
from similar cells and processes
in the embryo; according to the
second, homologous features are
programmed by similar genes.

But biologists have known for
a hundred years that homologous
structures are often not produced
by similar developmental path-
ways. And they have known for
thirty years that they are often not
produced by similar genes, either.
So there is no empirically dem-
onstrated mechanism to establish
that homologies are due to com-
mon ancestry rather than com-
mon design.

Without a mechanism, mod-
ern Darwinists have simply de-
fined homology to mean similar-
ity due to common ancestry. Ac-
cording to Ernst Mayr, one of the
principal architects of modern
neo-Darwinism: “After 1859
there has been only one defini-
tion of homologous that makes
biological sense: Attributes of
two organisms are homologous



when they are derived from an
equivalent characteristic of the
common ancestor.”

This is a classic case of circu-
lar reasoning. Darwin saw evolu-
tion as a theory, and homology as
its evidence. Darwin’s followers
assume evolution is independ-
ently established, and homology
is its result. But you can’t then
use homology as evidence for
evolution except by reasoning in
a circle: Similarity due to com-
mon ancestry demonstrates com-
mon ancestry.

Philosophers of biology have
been criticizing this approach for
decades. As Ronald Brady wrote
in 1985: “By making our expla-
nation into the definition of the
condition to be explained, we
express not scientific hypothesis
but belief. We are so convinced
that our explanation is true that
we no longer see any need to dis-
tinguish it from the situation we
were trying to explain. Dogmatic
endeavors of this kind must even-
tually leave the realm of sci-
ence.”

So how do the textbooks treat
this controversy? Once again,
they ignore it. In fact, they give
students the impression that it
makes sense to define homology
in terms of common ancestry and
then turn around and use it as
evidence for common ancestry.
And they call this “science.”

Nothing a Little Glue Can’t
Fix: The Peppered Moths

Darwin was convinced that in
the course of evolution, ‘“Natural
Selection has been the most im-
portant, but not the exclusive
means of modification,” but he
had no direct evidence of this.
The best he could do in The Ori-
gin of Species was give “one or
two imaginary illustrations.”

In the 1950’s, however, Brit-
ish physician Bernard Kettlewell
provided what seemed to be con-
clusive evidence of natural selec-
tion. During the previous century,
peppered moths in England had
gone from being predominantly
light-colored to being predomi-
nantly dark-colored. It was
thought that the change occurred
because dark moths are better
camouflaged on pollution-
darkened tree trunks, and thus
less likely to be eaten by preda-

tory birds.
To test this hypothesis experi-
mentally, Kettlewell released

light and dark moths onto nearby
tree trunks in polluted and unpol-
luted woodlands, then watched as
birds ate the more conspicuous
moths. As expected, birds ate
more light moths in the polluted
woodland, and more dark moths
in the unpolluted one. In an arti-
cle written for Scientific Ameri-
can, Kettlewell called this
“Darwin’s missing evidence.”
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Peppered moths soon became the
classic example of natural selec-
tion in action, and the story is
still retold in most introductory
biology textbooks, accompanied
by photographs of the moths on
tree trunks.

Peppered moths —
Biston betularia

In the 1980’s, however, re-
searchers discovered evidence
that the official story was flawed
— including the pertinent fact that
peppered moths don’t normally
rest on tree trunks. Instead, they
fly by night and apparently hide
under upper branches during the
day. By releasing moths onto
nearby tree trunks in daylight,
Kettlewell had created an artifi-
cial situation that does not exist
in nature. Many biologists now
consider his results invalid, and
some even question whether
natural selection was responsible
for the observed changes.

So where did all those text-
book photos of peppered moths
on tree trunks come from? They
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were all staged. To expedite
things, some photographers even
glued dead moths to trees. Of
course, the people who staged
them before the 1980’s thought
they were accurately representing
the true situation, but we now
know they were mistaken. Yet a
glance at almost any current biol-
ogy textbook reveals that they are
all still being used as evidence
for natural selection.

In 1999, a Canadian textbook-
writer justified the practice: “You
have to look at the audience.
How convoluted do you want to
make it for a first time learner?”
Bob Ritter was quoted as saying
in the April 1999 Alberta Report
Newsmagazine. High school stu-
dents “are still very concrete in
the way they learn,” continued
Ritter. “We want to get across the
idea of selective adaptation. Later
on, they can look at the work
critically.”

Apparently, the “later” can be
much later. When University of
Chicago Professor Jerry Coyne
learned the truth in 1998, he was
well into his career as an evolu-
tionary biologist. His experience
illustrates how insidious the
icons of evolution really are,
since they mislead experts as
well as novices. L8l

Next: Darwin’s Finches;
Apes and Humans; more



Review of John West,
Y Darwin Day in America and
Benjamin Wiker,

A Moral Darwinism

| critiquing  Christo-
pher Hitchens’ book
God is not Great ' 1
pointed out that he had ignored
the impact of evolutionist theory
on Western society while search-
ing diligently for any impact re-
ligion may have had on any of
the tragedies of
Western  civiliza-
tion so as to blame
it rather than evo- {r
lution. How ironic
it is that after I had
finished that essay I
was alerted to West’s
book in a Conservative Book
club flier and immediately
bought it. Darwin Day is richly
documented and well researched
and serves to buttress Hitchens’
reluctance to give Darwinism its
due credit for changes in our cul-
ture.

Those alien to these issues
will be surprised at how preva-
lent evolutionism was before
Darwin. West traces these ideas
through Greece, reflecting on the

l n my online essay

~——

By Jeff Stueber

works of Epicurus and here one
will find Wiker also useful. Epi-
curus believed there were two
great disturbances that trouble us,
the first that gods can influence
us directly or cause things in the
sky (moon, sun, lightning) to do
so and the second the belief in
the afterlife. The purpose of natu-
ral science is to remove these
troubles and Epicurus relied on
the atomistic theories of De-
mocritus that all things were re-
ducible to the movement of indi-
vidual particles to do so. Wiker
makes a clever point at this junc-
ture: microscopes were not in-
vented by this time and so none
of Epicurus’ arguments were
based on direct evidence. They
were biased presuppositions just
as Darwinian presuppositions
exist now. Epicurus did not be-
lieve in an immaterial soul, ei-
ther, and allowed for the exis-
tence of free will only by sug-

The reviewer, a frequent contributor to the
Journal and a member of the LSI Board of
Directors, lives in Watertown, Wisconsin.
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gesting that sometimes the colli-
sions of particles are not prede-
termined.

Christianity put an end to
such ideas, but they always re-
mained in back of the minds of

numerous intellectuals. Here
John Chancellor and Ronald
Clark speak plainly.

The Origin of the Species was the
most important book of the nine-
teenth century. Its achievement
was to teach people to believe in
evolution. Not only the general
public but also many naturalists
were horrified by the theories, or
by the implications of the theo-
ries, which Darwin propounded.
He was, they said, trying to de-
throne man from his proper place
in the scheme of things and to
challenge the incontrovertible
truths of the Bible. He had dared
to question the view that the hu-
man race was a unique and lofty
species, created by God in His
own image and quite independent
of every other form of living
thing. He suggested instead that
species . . . had started as quite
different creatures from those we
see today: that they had under-
gone all sorts of subtle changes
over the years, thus giving rise, by
slow and natural processes, to
new species. 2

Today, it is impossible to appreci-
ate the changes Darwin wrought
in man's view of the universe, and
of his own place in it, without
understanding the basically differ-
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ent outlook of the 1830s. The be-
lief on which all rested was that
the biblical story of the Creation
was history rather than symbolic
mythology. . . . Then came Dar-
win. Many years later, proof of
Einstein's general theory of rela-
tivity had, as the Times put it,
dealt with the fabric of the uni-
verse. Darwin was cartooned as
the man tearing apart the fabric of
belief. *

West’s chapters on the impact
of evolution on the legal profes-
sion are scary. Gradually our cul-
ture evolved (pun intended) from
the acceptance people have free
will and need to be judged ac-
cordingly to the belief people are
helpless victims of material
causes and hence not account-
able. West says “by the end of
the nineteenth century, American
scholars were talking with excite-
ment about the ‘new school of
criminal anthropology,” which
sought to use science to identify
the causes of crime.” Just re-
cently Duke University professor
of psychology John Staddon
noted that “nearly all psycholo-
gists believe that behavior is
completely determined by hered-
ity and environment.” Often
these ideas reached comedic pro-
portions. Freudian physician
David Abrahamsen tried to ex-
plain why a teenage boy fre-
quently stole cars and eventually,
through a long strain of argu-



ments, concluded that the car
represented his mother and his
theft was his attempt to find a
substitute.

This reasoning makes perfect
sense in a Darwinian world. If we
are merely programmed to act by
our genes and environment, then
free choice is a myth. Hence, we
can cure people of their bad
choices by finding what causes
them to act like they do. When
we change their environment
they will act correctly. This is the
underlying religious nature of
humanism: rather than preaching
to someone the sinfulness of their
act and their need to obey God,
we can cure them of their mal-
adaptive actions by altering their
environment so they act correctly
in the future. Of course there is a
lethal contradiction in this rea-
soning: if criminals are condi-
tioned to act as they do without
the ability to change, then it is
logically possible that we only
believe this because our brains
have been programmed by envi-
ronment or heredity. Hence, we
have no rational reason to sup-
pose we have come to these ideas
by rational thought and hence
cannot necessarily believe they
are true.

West has interesting chapters
on evolution’s impact on eugen-
ics and here casual observers will
be surprised at how much Ameri-

can biologists had in common
with Adolf Hitler. Eugenicists
presupposed that the poor and
other defective indi-
viduals ought to be
sterilized or kept

from reproducing

and, West says,

“The  American

eugenics  move-
ment was so well
established by 1912 that it was
drawing favorable notices in
Europe.” In July of that year
American eugenicists played a
starring role in the first Interna-
tional Eugenics Congress in Lon-
don and Professor Ruggeri from
Italy recognized American eu-
genicists by saying “thanks to
recent researches in the United
States, it was now certain that the
races of man acted in exactly the
same way as the races of ani-
mals.” Here eugenicists con-
flicted with the traditional view
of religious social welfare work-
ers who stressed the poor could
empower themselves rather than
claiming the poor were prisoners
of their biology.

Of course followers of Marx
and Communism
quickly  seized
upon such theo-
ries as did Nazi
Germany. Hitler
told one of his
colleagues that he
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had “studied with great interest
the laws of several American
states concerning prevention of
reproduction by people whose
progeny would, in all probability,
be of no value or be injurious to
the racial stock.” Hitler took this
idea to its fruition and several
Americans were jealous of the
Nazi success because, as West
says, “it was much more compre-
hensive than patchwork Ameri-
can efforts.” However, American
cugenics died while Nazi efforts
flourished, but they too died be-
cause of what we found once we
unearthed the horrors of the Nazi
war machine.

Evolution has influenced a
hedonistic culture and Wiker
traces its impact through three
individuals - Ernst Haeckel, Mar-
garet Sanger, and Alfred Kinsey -
and here Wiker is almost as well
documented as I
would have liked
him to be. Wiker
reproduces a
quote from
Haeckel that in-
sinuates there are
different races of
man, some nearer to mammals
(apes and dogs) than civilized
Europeans, and we must assign a
different value to their lives.
Such an opinion today would be
considered politically incorrect,
but in Darwin’s day it was in
vogue and Darwin himself relied
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heavily on Haeckel’s work (if
that fact is not clear from reading
Darwin’s Descent). Hundreds of
thousands of Haeckel’s books
were sold in Germany and he was
constantly cited in texts about
racial and social
biology  which
were used to dis-
seminate eugen-
ics and Nazi
ideas. Sanger like-
wise believed only
the racially fit should reproduce
and Wiker believes she relied
heavily on Darwin. Sanger comes
across as a sex-obsessed Darwin-
ist when saying “Through sex,
mankind may attain the great
spiritual illumination which will
transform the world, which will
light up the only path to an
earthly paradise.” Kinsey also
embraced eugenics,
but sexuality be-
came his hobby.
Kinsey assumed
that nature was
amoral and that
deviations  from
present day sexual
practices were not deviations
from the norm but a return to the
old natural order of life.

When reading these books,
one comes to the conclusion that
evolution has been embraced by
intellectuals waiting to find an
excuse either to fail to abide by
conservative Christian sexual




dictates or waiting to find a rea-
son to engage in totalitarian race-
perfecting activities. The desire
for Darwinism gives many a rea-
son to engage in intellectual cen-
sorship, and West has examples
of this in a chapter as well. Here
we reflect back on Wiker early in
his discussion of Epicurus.

One of the chief difficulties in
advancing intelligent design argu-
ments in the public square is that
this square is guarded by those
who are trained to believe that
there are only the two stark alter-
natives: materialist science (which
defines the very meaning of ra-
tionality) or immaterialist irration-
alism. That there are rational ar-
guments for the existence of an
intelligent cause is simply ruled
out by declaring if the argument is
not materialist, then it must be
irrational (or, more kindly,
“theological”).

I recommend these books if
you want to know how evolution
has impacted our societies. I rec-
ommend Hitchens get these
books as well. L&l

References
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P LSI News

Next Meeting

The LSI Board of Directors is
planning to meet on Saturday,
October 25, at 5 p.m. in the Mil-
waukee area. Check our Web
site during October for the exact
location if you would like to at-
tend.

Guest Blog Posts

If you have checked out our
blog, you will note the posts con-
sist of summaries of what we
think are relevant articles on the
Web, links to the articles them-
selves, and commentary. If you
note a good article of a science or
health nature that would be of
special interest to Christians, feel
free to e-mail your summary, the
URL of the article, and your
comments, and we will likely
include it on our blog as a guest
post.

Seek Candidates for Office

If you are interested in serv-
ing as an officer of LSI, we
strongly encourage you to send
us your name and the office(s) in
which you are interested. We
will need to elect a president,
vice-president, secretary and
three Board members. We nor-
mally meet only five times a
year, mostly in the Milwaukee
area.
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{¥ Ten Things Not to Worry About

%@? I. KILLER HOT DOGS. (Nitrates! Carcinogens! Saturated fat!
%@? An Israeli test showed the dogs aren’t all that bad for us.)

2. YOUR CAR’S A/C. (Edmunds.com says driving with open
%@? car windows saves no fuel over using the air conditioner.)
i;@? 3. FOREIGN FOOD. (Food from afar can often be produced

and shipped more efficiently than locally grown food.)
%@? 4 CELL PHONES. (Despite recent reports, there is no known
g;wé? mechanism for cell phones to be able to cause cancer.)
5 PLASTIC GROCERY BAGS. (They require less energy to
;@? produce than paper bags and require less space in landfills.)

6. PLASTIC BOTTLES. (BPA in huge doses may be bad
;@? for rats, but there’s no real evidence it is bad for humans.)
i;@? 1. DEADLY SHARKS. (There was exactly one fatal shark
attack in the whole world last year.)
;@? 8. MISSING ARCTIC ICE. (There is currently more ice in the

g;wé? Arctic than there was at this time last summer.)
9 UNIVERSE’S MISSING MASS. (Whether the universe is
%@? expanding or collapsing, scientists can’t agree on what if any-

020t0i0t0t0t00i0t0 0500 000

thing is happening to the dark matter.)
i@? I0. UNMARKED WORMHOLES. (Nothing to worry about!)
—John Tierney, www.nytimes.com (7/29/08) f;@lz

o
0t0otole e eioioojojotetetetelete

@mjg{%’,{ “Not only is

creationism still

a troubling force
If you were once allergic to penicillin, you :‘“ America, it
e as gone

may r)qt be any more. Sensitivity to global.”
penicillin often goes away after 5 to 10 —Dr. Michael
years. The only way to know for sure is 5:;::;:,‘3;‘:;‘;; an
a penicillin skin test. Penicillin is a very noting the inroads

e . . the creationist
useful antibiotic, but it can cause a life- movement is
threatening reaction in a very few people. making around the

—Mayo Clinic Health Letter (March, 2008) :
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ccording to a
space.com report,
the Earth is going

to be swallowed up by the sun.
But there is hope for our
planet, according to some as-
tronomers. They are propos-
ing a scheme to use the gravity
of a passing asteroid to steer
Earth out of the way of the sun
and into cooler territory.

By the way, this catastro-
phe isn’t expected to happen
any time soon; 7.6 billion years
is the prediction.

The truth is the Earth
indeed will be burned up (2
Peter 3:10), but for believers
the result will be most pleasant
indeed.

—Creation Update (Spring, 2008)

Favorite Baby Names
in 2007

BOYS
1.JACOB

2. MICHAEL
3. ETHAN
4.JOSHUA
5. DANIEL
6. CHRISTOPHER
7. ANTHONY

8. WILLIAM

9. MATTHEW

10. ANDREW

GIRLS

1. EMILY

2. ISABELLA
3. EMMA

4. AVA

5. MADISON
6

7

8

9

1

. SOPHIA

. OLIVIA

. ABIGAIL
. HANNAH
0. ELIZABETH

—Parade magazine (5-11-08)

HOW MANY PLANETS?

We have all heard that Pluto has been demoted to a
“dwarf planet.” Counting Ceres and Eris, the two other
space bodies classified as dwarfs, there are now 11
planets. A third grader from Montana has suggested
the sentence-My Very Exciting Magic Carpet Just Sailed
Under Nine Palace Elephants—to help us remember the
planet names in order-Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars,
Ceres, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto and Eris.

—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (3/2/08)




P News

An “Evangelist”
For Evolution

An “evolutionary evangel-
ist”, Michael Dowd, is travel-
ing around the country urging
people to ‘thank God for
evolution.” Dowd promotes
the view that God used evolu-
tion to create life. He also
says that “God blesses evolu-
tion,” and praised God for his
girlfriend’s pregnancy. How-
ever, evolution is not com-
patible with a literal Gene-
sis.—Answers (July-
September, 2008)

Darwin Gets a Kickoff

Speeches and a scientific
meeting in London in July
were to kick off 18 months of
celebration to mark the 150th
anniversary of Charles Dar-
win. On July 1, 1848 Darwin
along with fellow scientist
Alfred Wallace first presented
their theories on evolution. In
February, 2009, the 200th
anniversary of Darwin’s birth
will be celebrated and in
November, the 150th anniver-
sary of the publication of his
On the Origin of Species.—
Yahoo News Reuters (6/4/08)

Oregonians End
Their Lives
Oregon’'s annual report
released in March by the
Department of Human Ser-
vices indicated 49 Orego-
nians obtained lethal drugs to
end their lives in 2007, more
than in any year since the
Death with Dignity Act took
effect. Oregon first imple-
mented the law in 1998 to
allow physician-assisted
suicide. The number shows a
trend of slow, steady growth
in the use of the DWD Act.—
Clearly Caring (May/June,

2008)
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Florida Education Board

Supports Evolution

The Florida state board of
education has approved new
standards for teaching sci-
ence, a decision which ap-
pears to be a victory for sup-
porters of evolution.  The
board approved replacing the
phrase “changes over time’
with the word “evolution” but
also added ‘“theory” to every
mention of evolution. The
board also described evolu-

tion as the ‘“fundamental
concept underlying all of
biology."—Answers  (July-

September, 2008)

But Louisiana’s Senate

Lets Teachers Debate It

The Louisiana senate has
voted 36-0 and the House 94-
3 to approve a bill that would
give science teachers more
freedom to challenge tradi-
tional theories including Dar-
win's theory of evolution. The
bill  would allow science
teachers to use supplemental
materials in discussing such
topics as evolution, global
warming, and human cloning.
The aim of the bill is to pro-
mote ‘“critical thinking skills,
logical analysis and open and
objective discussion of scien-
tific theories.” The ACLU has
promised to fight the bill, but
Gov. Bobby Jindal is ex-
pected to sign it.—
www.2theadvocate.com
(6/17/08)

Home schooling Parents

In Germany Jailed

A court in Germany has
sentenced a couple to three
months in jail for home
schooling their children. This
was after they were assessed
a fine of $1,500. “They want
to prevent creation of what
they call ‘parallel societies’,”
said a proponent of home
schools, ‘but that's simply
bogus. Home schooling does
not create parallel societies.
Home schooling creates well-
integrated, well-adjusted
citizens who are engaged in
the civil process.” Germany
may be concerned about its
growing Muslim population.—
WWW.0nenewsnow.com
(6/23/08)

Baby Overcomes Bad

Genes and Abortion

A British baby overcame
both bad genetics and an
abortion attempt when he
was born alive and well in
November of 2007. Jodie
Percival, his mother, decided
to abort him because he
carried the MCDK gene,
which triggers a condition
where cysts grow on the
kidneys of an unborn baby, a
condition which is fatal when
both kidneys are affected.
Percival was unaware her
baby survived the abortion
attempt at 8 weeks when she
later discovered she was still
pregnant. After doctors told
her the baby looked healthy,
Percival and her fiancé de-
cided to keep the baby and
are now overjoyed at baby
Finley's birth.—
LifeSitenews.com (8/8/08)




Bill Would Define the

Unborn as “Persons”

A bill has been introduced
in both houses of Congress
to define the unborn as
“persons.” The “Life at Con-
ception Act” declares the
unborn to be children under
the 14th Amendment to the
Constitution. Eleven co-
sponsors introduced the bill in
the House and four co-
sponsors in the Senate.
They believe the Roe versus
Wade legislation that legal-
ized abortion actually left the
door open for personhood to
be established at concep-
tion.—www.onenewsnow.
com (6/12/08)

Seniors and Suicide

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
reveals senior citizens have
the highest suicide rate in the
country, especially for those
between 75 and 84 years of
age. Nearly 9,000 suicide
deaths were reported in
2007. Mental health issues,
particularly depression, was
the most common factor for
those considering suicide.—
Clearly Caring (July/August,
2008)

Skin Cells Ease Disease

Symptoms of Parkinson’s
disease in rats were eased
when treated with skin cells
that were reprogrammed to
act like embryonic stem cells.
It could be the first step in
tailoring treatments for people
that would avoid concerns
about using human embryos.
Reporting in the Proceedings
of the National Academy of
Sciences, researchers said
eight of nine rats with condi-
tions like Parkinson’s showed

improved movement after
treatment with the repro-
grammed cells.—

news.yahoo.com Reuters
(4/7/08)

Sue Planned Parenthood
A $50 million lawsuit has
been filed against Planned
Parenthood in Washington,
D.C. The lawsuit alleges an
abortion on a 13-year-old
caused multiple medical
problems and permanent
injuries. The girl was brought
to the facility by her
mother.—Clearly Caring
(July/August, 2008)

Another Person
Dies from RU-486
A teenager in Britain has
become at least the 14th
person to die after using the
controversial abortion drug
RU-486. The girl essentially
bled to death, said Dr. Ran-
dall O'Bannon of the National
Right to Life Committee. The
doctor also believes there are
hundreds of other women
who have had serious side
effects from using the aborta-
facient.—www.onenewsnow
(6/17/08)

‘Tree of Life’ Revived

What some ancients called
the “Tree of Life” has been
revived from a 2,000-year-old
sleep with the germination of
a seed found along with
similar seeds in the Masada
area of lIsrael. The sapling
was found to have a genetic
fingerprint suggesting it is the
Judean date palm. This vari-
ety is mentioned in the Bible
and was long thought to be
extinct.  Scientists reported
recently that radiocarbon
dating gave the seeds calen-
dar dates ranging from 206
B.C. to 392 A.D.—
www.sciencenews (6/12/08)
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More Rings For Planets
For more than 300 years
scientists thought the planet
Saturn was the only body in
the solar system with rings.
Then the Voyagers 1 and 2
spacecraft found rings also
around Jupiter, Uranus, and
Neptune. Recently, astrono-
mers were surprised to find
rings around another space
body, Rhea, Saturn’s second
largest moon. “A ring system
around a moon comes as a
surprise because the parent
planet’s gravity should desta-
bilize any ring system that
might form,” one scientist
said.—Discover (July, 2008)

Japanese Look for E.T.

A project by Japanese
astronomers is making a
concerted effort to find out if
there is life in outer space.
More than a dozen Japanese
observatories  will closely
study a star thought to be a
possible home for extrater-
restrials. ~ Previously Japa-
nese scientists have listened
for alien radio signals and
looked for laser emissions in
starlight. ~ The participants
think there is only a slim
chance to find what they are
looking for—Yahoo News
Reuters (6/20/08)

Sunspots Disappear

Some solar researchers
are worried about the sun.
Sunspot activity seems to
have stopped and has re-
fused to restart. The last time
this happened was 400 years
ago when the “Little Ice Age”
began. During that event
New York harbor froze over
and Eskimos were reported
paddling canoes off the coast
of Britain. A Russian scientist
thinks the world is headed for
a chilly spell that may last
beyond the vyear 2100.—
www.climatescienceinter
national.org (2/9/08)
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Pluto Now a ‘Plutoid’

The former planet known
as Pluto is now being called a
plutoid, according to the
International  Astronomical
Union. Plutoids will be de-
fined as celestial bodies in
orbit around the Sun farther
away than Neptune and must
have a near spherical shape
and not have swept up other
smaller objects in their orbits.

Eris is another plutoid.—
Yahoo News Reuters
(6/11/08)

Mercury is Shrinking

Mercury is not only the
solar system’s smallest
planet, now that Pluto has
been demoted to a plutoid,
but Mercury also appears to
be shrinking. New measure-
ments by NASA’s Messenger
spacecraft indicate the planet
has shrunk by more than a
mile in diameter over its
history.  Scientists attribute
this shrinkage to the cooling
of the planet's core.—
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
(7/9/08)

Some Scientists Fear
The New Atom-Smasher

The most powerful atom-
smasher ever built could
make some major discover-
ies, but it is also creating
fears among some critics that
it could spawn a Earth-
swallowing black hole or spit
out particles that could de-
stroy the planet. Scientists
supporting  Switzerland’s
Large Hadron Collider, 17
miles in circumference and
buried 330 feet underground,
said these fears are ridicu-
lous. Set to begin test runs in
August, it is expected to take
months before ramping up to
full power. The collider will
hunt for signs of “dark mat-
ter”, “dark energy” and even
extra dimensions.—(Racine)
Journal Times (6/29/08)
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California City

Withstands Earthquake

Chino Hills, California with-
stood a magnitude-5.4 earth-
quake in July with almost no
damage despite the fact it
was only a few miles from the
epicenter. This young city of
80,000 consists mostly of
buildings constructed within
the past 10 years to strict
earthquake standards. Since
the 1930s California has
gradually increased its build-
ing standards which now
require such things as rein-
forced sheetrock walls, a new
way of welding steel to make
it less likely to crack, and a
height limit of four stories in
most commercial buildings.
The new rules appear to have
paid off—(Racine) Journal
Times (7/31/08)

U.S. Still No. 1

In Science, Technology
The U.S. is still No. 1 in
science and technology,
according to a RAND Corpo-
ration report that also admits
the country gets a big boost
from foreign students, scien-
tists and engineers. Along
with Europe and Japan, the
main competitors of the U.S.,
China, India, and South Ko-
rea all showed rapid growth
in S&T (science and technol-
ogy), but they all still trail
America. The U.S. accounts
for 40% of global spending on
scientific research and devel-
opment, employs 70% of all
Nobel Prize winners, and
boasts 3/4 of the world’s top
40 universities.—www.abc
news.go.com (6/12/08)

Travelers at Airport Can

Avoid the Patting Down
Travelers at the Phoenix
Sky Harbor International
Airport now have the option
of passing through security
without having to be patted
down. They can choose to
walk through a full-body
screening machine that uses
radio-waves to produce 3-D
scans of passengers’ bodies
that can also show metals,
plastics, and liquids between
the skin and bodies. The
downside of the invention: the
images reveal every part of
the person’s body as well as
intimate medical details such
as colostomy bags.—
Discover (May, 2008)

Tiny Spy Plane Planned

An engineering professor
at the U. of Florida is working
on a very small unmanned
spy plane that will be less
expensive to build and main-
tain and, more important, less
easy to spot than its bigger
brothers. The 4%-inch wide
plane would have flexible
wings that can keep it on a
steady course even in gusty
winds. Its main downside—it
can fly for only 15 minutes
before its battery needs re-
charging.—Discover (June,
2008)

Funeral Web casts

Become More Common

Web casts of funerals are
becoming more common
across the United States and
in other countries in order to
accommodate those who for
some reason cannot physi-
cally attend the services. All
that is needed is a camera,
computer, specialized soft-
ware and a high-speed hook-
up to the Internet. Viewers
must know a password to be
able to access the funeral.—
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
(6/18/08)



Egypt Fights Smoking

Smoking is so entrenched
in Egypt that patients some-
times light up in hospital
rooms. But now, using stark
visual warnings, the govern-
ment is launching a new
campaign to warn Egyptians
about tobacco’s dangers.
Cigarette labels will now
show images such as a dying
man in an oxygen mask, a
fetus at risk, a coughing child,
and a limp cigarette symboliz-
ing impotence. The cam-
paign is expected to face a
tough challenge among
Egypt's die-hard smokers.—
(Racine) Journal Times
(6/19/08)

Drop in Teenage

Smoking Levels Off

New federal data show the
campaign to reduce teenage
smoking has leveled off after
a sharp drop in smoking
among teenagers from 1997
to 2003. Antismoking advo-
cates urged the government
to increase efforts to reduce
tobacco use. In 1997 about
36% of students smoked, but
that figure fell to 22% in 2003
and hasn't varied much in
recent years.—(Racine)
Journal Times (6/29/08)

Iron Lung Fails

A Tennessee woman who
spent almost 60 years in an
iron lung has died because a
power failure shut her ma-
chine down and kept her from
breathing. Dianne Odell was
diagnosed with polio as a
three-year-old and the iron
lung was her home for the
rest of her life. Unable to use
modern ventilators because
of a spinal deformity, Odell
still managed to earn a high
school diploma and write a
children’s book, Less Light,
by means of a voice-activated
computer. —
www.cbsnews.com (5/28/08)

Exercise Good for Both

Heart and Brain

Exercise benefits both the
heart and the brain. A recent
study showed regular exer-
cise can reduce inflammatory
markers in the blood and
lower blood pressure, thus
reducing risks of cardiovascu-
lar disease. Another study
found that adults who were
overweight and had central
obesity (“a big belly”) had a
360% risk of developing
dementia. However, exercise
was shown to significantly
decrease the risk of dementia
and Alzheimer's.—Mayo
Clinic Health Letter (July,
2008)

Mississippi Fattest State

The South is the fattest
region and Mississippi is the
most obese state, according
to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. The
South has had high death
rates from heart disease and
stroke, health risks often
linked to obesity. More than
30% of Mississippians were
obese in 2007 compared to
19% in Colorado, the leanest

state.—(Racine) Journal
Times (7/18/08)
More Than Half of

Americans Take Meds

For the first time ever,
more than half of all Ameri-
cans are taking prescription
medicines for chronic health
problems. According to a
study by Medco Health Solu-
tions Inc., the most widely
used drugs are for lowering
high blood pressure and
cholesterol—problems linked
to heart disease, obesity and
diabetes. Doctors say that
with the need for these medi-
cines growing and the phar-
maceutical industry’s relent-
less advertising, this trend will
only increase.—
www.fime.com (5/14/08)
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Honey Bees on Decline
Food prices could rise even

more unless the mysterious

decline of honey bees is

reversed. Farm-

ers have re-

minded lawmak-

ers in Washing-

ton that without

bees, there can

be no crops.

About three-fourths of flower-

ing plants depend on birds,

bees and other pollinators to

help them reproduce. Bee-

keepers have lost 36% of

their colonies this year. No-

body knows the reason for

the decline, but some experts

suspect pesticides, a new

parasite or pathogen, poor

nutrition, bad water and/or

the need to move bees long

distances for pollination.—

www.cnn.com (6/27/08)

Brain # Intellect

The size of a brain is no
indication of intellect, accord-
ing to researchers in the
United Kingdom. More im-
portant appears to be the
complexity of connections
between brain cells. Cam-
bridge’s Sanger Institute
looked at the number of pro-
teins in the synapses (the
junctions between nervous
system cells) of a mammal
(mouse), fruit flies, and yeast
cells which have no brain.
They found mammals have
600 proteins in the synapses,
fruit flies half as many, and
the yeast cells only % as
many.—news.bbc.uk (6/9/08)

More News Briefs Online

What good is there in dirty
hair?

What shockingly was
offered for sale on eBay?

Did a man really lose
weight at McDonalds?

Find these and still more
News Briefs online at
www.lutheranscience.org
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Cedar

“(Solomon) said to
Nathan the prophet, ‘Here
I am, living in a palace of
cedar, while the ark of
God remains in a tent.” ”
2 Samuel 7:2 (NIV)

David, the great king of
ancient Israel, lived in a
palace with walls covered
by precious cedar wood. He
was bothered though the
Ark of the Covenant, the
sacred container God
ordered Moses to make for
Him, had to be kept in a
tent.

David wanted to make
God a beautiful Temple
where the Ark could be
kept. As we know though,
God wanted David’s son,
King Solomon, to actually
be the one to direct the
building of the Temple.

What is cedar? Cedar is
a type of coniferous tree
similar to fir trees. A
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coniferous tree is one that is
usually an evergreen tree
which has cones with seeds.

A cedar in the country of Lebanon.

What do cedar trees
look like? Cedar trees are
normally from about 100
feet to 200 feet tall. They
are evergreen trees with
level branches and needle-
like leaves. Their seeds
come in cones.

What do the cones look
like? The cones are shaped
like barrels and usually
measure from about 2% to
4’ inches in length. They
are grayish-brown in color.
Something interesting about
the seeds is that they have
an unpleasant taste,
probably to protect them
from being eaten by
squirrels.



A cedar cone.

Where do cedars grow?
Cedars live in mountain
climates where they can
enjoy winter snows. The
first cedars grew in the

western Himalaya
mountains and in the
Mediterranean region,

which includes the Bible
lands. So, it’s no surprise
King David knew all about
cedar trees.

Why is cedar considered
a very valuable wood?
Cedar wood has a very
pleasant scent or aroma.
Most people like the color
and grain (patterns) in the
wood. The wood also
resists decay, which means
it doesn’t rot easily. It
surely was good wood for a
king’s palace.

What are other uses for

cedar wood? The wood can
also be good for house
shingles and furniture such
as chests. Since moths
don’t like cedar wood or
cedar oil but love woolen
clothes, cedar wood 1s
sometimes used to cover

walls in closets.
—Source: Wikipedia

God has given us many
valuable plants like the
cedar. He also has given us
a free trip to heaven if we
believe Jesus has died for
our sins. Like King David,
we will want to show our
love and thankfulness for
God’s gifts by giving Him
our hearts and obedience.

Activity: Think of God’s

gifts as you draw pictures of
a cedar tree and cone below.
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Crackdown on German
Home Schools is Scary

rue Lutherans will
f\ always have a soft

spot in our hearts for
the nation of Ger-
many for giving us the great re-
former, Martin Luther.

Among his many accomplish-
ments, Luther’s support of educa-
tion for youth is noteworthy.
Many books have been written
on that subject.

Of course, Luther didn’t want
to leave education just to teachers
employed for that purpose. He
also stressed the role that parents
have in teaching their children
the ways of the Lord.

So it’s very discouraging to
hear what is now happening in
the land of Luther. Ignoring Lu-
ther’s strong advice, the German
government is cracking down on
home schooling parents.

According to the Web site,
www.onenewsnow.com, German
home school parents have been
fined large sums, sentenced to
jail, and even have had their chil-
dren taken away from them.

Juergen and Rosemarie
Dudek of Archfeldt, Germany,
have been ordered to serve three
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months in jail. They also were
assessed a fine equal to $1,500,
all because they chose to home
school their children instead of
sending them to German schools.

The parents have retained at-
torneys to fight the case, but an
interested American, Mike Don-
nelly of the Home School Legal
Defense Association, is not opti-
mistic about the outcome.

Germany contends it requires
children to go to the government
schools in order to integrate them
into one society. Donnelly thinks
the real reason is Germany wants
to prevent creation of ‘“parallel
societies,” but home schooling
doesn’t do that, he says.

In our own country, in Febru-
ary an appeals court in California
ruled parents have no right to
home school their children if they
are not certified teachers. How-
ever, authorities there now seem
to be backing away from pursu-
ing home school cases.

Is this matter important
enough for the German parents to
be disobeying the government?
Probably not.  Yet, Germany
should recognize that most home
school parents are educated and
highly motivated, and those
schools offer no threat to the
country or its government.

When Lutheran schools are
not available, home schools
should be an option. L&l

—Warren Krug, editor
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