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Are You Suffering?
Mark Bergemann

	 Are you suffering from health problems?  Have you recently lost 
someone close?  Are you afraid—or at least emotionally drained—by 
thoughts of COVID, riots across the country, or corruption in the govern-
ment?  How should God’s people face these and other challenges?

	 God loves us and cares for us.  He uses His unlimited knowledge 
and unlimited power for our good.  Yet here we are facing hardship.  How 
can this be?  Is God really in control?  Let’s look to Scripture for answers.1,2,3  

God is Love
God is love.  Whoever remains in love remains in God and 
God in him.  In this way his love has been brought to its goal 
among us, so that we may have confidence on the day of 
judgment, because in this world we are just like Jesus. 
1 John 4:16-17 (EHV)

	 The very essence of God is love.  The above passage even refers 
to the goal of God’s love.  That goal is for us to come to faith in Jesus and 
spend eternity with Him in heaven (John 3:16).   

1  This article (sometimes summarizing, sometimes expanding) makes extended 
applications of “God’s Love in the Midst of Suffering,” chapter 3 in the book Ele-
phants in the Room―Evolution Versus the Message of Scripture, and Lesson 3 in 
the study, Elephants in the Room BIBLE STUDY.  This book and Bible study are 
reviewed elsewhere in this spring 2021 issue of the LSI Journal.  
2  Robert J. Koester, Elephants in the Room―EVOLUTION VERSUS THE MES-
SAGE OF SCRIPTURE (GWA Books, 2020). 
3  Robert J. Koester, Elephants in the Room BIBLE STUDY (Milwaukee: North-
western Publishing House, 2020). 

Are You Suffering?
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God is Not the Source of Evil

	 God is not evil, nor is He the cause of death that results from evil.4  
Evil originated with Satan.5  That evil spread from Satan to people when 
Satan tempted Adam and Eve, who then rebelled against God.  We are de-
scendants of Adam and Eve, so we have inherited that rebellious (sinful) 
nature.  

God is not the cause of evil, nor does He tempt anyone to sin, 

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by 
God,” because God cannot be tempted by evil, and he him-
self tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is 
dragged away and enticed by his own desire.  Then when 
desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin.  And sin, when it is 
full grown, gives birth to death.  James 1:13-15 (EHV)

God loathes evil and even hates those who do evil, 

For you are not a God who takes pleasure in evil.  With you the 
wicked cannot dwell.  The arrogant cannot stand before your 
eyes. You hate all evildoers. Psalm 5:4-5 (EHV)

God Uses Suffering

	 God uses suffering in this fallen world for our good.  We will look 
at Bible passages that clearly teach this and more, but first let’s notice the 
important sequence of events in Genesis 1-3.6  

4  Romans 5:12 (EHV) So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and 
death through sin, so also death spread to all people because all sinned.
5  John 8:44 (EHV) “You belong to your father, the Devil, and you want to do your 
father’s desires.  He was a murderer from the beginning and did not remain stand-
ing in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he lies, he speaks from 
what is his, because he is a liar and the father of lying.”  
Read about how Satan and his angels were punished in 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 1:6.
6  The following points are based on pages 47-48 in the book Elephants in the 
Room.  
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1.	 God created a perfect7,8 world without sin, suffering, or death. 

2.	 Adam and Eve rebelled against God (sinned) in response to Satan’s 
tempting. 

3.	 Adam and Eve immediately changed.  They felt shame and guilt.  They 
covered their naked bodies.  They hid from God.  They no longer loved 
and trusted God as they had before.  They were now afraid of God.9  
They blamed others for their sin, even blaming God.10  Sin separated 
Adam and Eve from God.  Adam and Eve had been part of God’s fam-
ily and they had opposed Satan.  That situation flipped when Adam and 
Eve sinned.  They were now part of Satan’s family and opposed God.  

4.	 God’s first response was love.  God questioned Adam and Eve “to ex-
pose their sin so that He could start to bless them.”11  God had previ-
ously warned Adam and Eve, that if they sinned, they would die.  When 
Adam and Eve rebelled, God did not immediately return them to dust 
of the ground.  Instead, God showed love.  

5.	 God announced the good news of a restored relationship between himself 
and all people.  “The LORD God said to the serpent…I will put hostility 
between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed.  He will 
crush your head, and you will crush his heel.”  Genesis 3:14-15 (EHV)

7  Throughout Genesis 1, God repeatedly declares what He created to be “good.”  
Genesis 1:31 (EHV) “God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good.”  Some claim that this does not mean “perfect,” but “perfect” is the 
only way to take God’s description of creation.  In Psalm 34:8, 100:5, and 145:9 
God is called “good” and He is said to do “good.”  This means “completely 
good” or “perfect.”  It is the same in Genesis 1 where creation is completely 
“good” or “perfect.”  Christians who think God used evolution to create want 
the “very good” creation, before the fall into sin, to include suffering and death, 
yet we know from many Bible passages that suffering and death are the result of 
sin, not the means God used to create the world.  (See Elephants in the Room book 
pages 19-20.)
8  Sometimes we have a misunderstanding of what a perfect world would be like, 
whether we are talking about perfection in the Garden of Eden before the Fall 
(into sin) or perfection in heaven.  While living in a perfect world, sinless Adam 
still had to work (Genesis 2:15).  Sinless Adam also felt the need for a female 
partner (Genesis 2:18-24).  
9  Genesis 3:10 (EHV) The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.” 
10  Genesis 3:12 (EHV) The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me―she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 
11  Koester, Elephants in the Room book, 47.
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6.	 Only after bringing Adam and Eve back into a loving relationship with 
their Creator, God brought suffering into the world and into the lives of 
Adam and Eve and all future generations of people.  

	 Elephants in the Room explains the great importance of this se-
quence of Genesis 1-3 events.  This is a lengthy quote―but instead of 
summarizing it and missing some details―let’s read the entire section, 

God told Satan that one of Eve’s offspring, a human being, would 
crush his head.  That fatal blow would eliminate the burden of 
guilt Adam and Eve had brought on themselves, which had caused 
such fear in their hearts when they were confronted by God.  The 
knowledge that God would send someone to crush Satan’s head 
transported Adam and Eve back into God’s family and enabled 
them to become Satan’s enemies once again and be rid of the evil 
he had introduced into their lives.  When Adam and Eve heard 
God telling this to Satan, they heard God expressing his love for 
them in no uncertain terms.  

Once this promise was in place, God was at peace with Adam and 
Eve and they would be at peace with him.  This was not a partial 
peace.  There was no probationary period; they did not have to 
prove something to God―a change of attitude perhaps―before 
God’s peace went into effect.  Peace between them and God was 
immediate, based on something God would do for them and for 
all their descendants.  Now, through faith in his promise, they no 
longer had to hide from him in fear.  

The sequence of events in the first 15 verses of Genesis 3 is crucial 
to understanding God’s relation to suffering.  Adam and Eve had 
become sinful.  Their new sinful nature would continue to exert 
itself.  God first restored peace between them and him.  It was only 
after God restored peace between himself and mankind that he 
sent suffering into their lives.  He did that in love.12

12  Koester, Elephants in the Room book, 47-48.  
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God Sends Suffering

	 God not only uses suffering in this fallen world for our good.  God 
sends suffering into our lives to achieve His loving purposes for us.   In 
Genesis 3 we see the first time God sent suffering into the world.  God 
cursed the Earth and caused suffering for Adam and Eve out of love for 
them and for us.  When God sends suffering it is always for our good.  

	 The first temptation came into the lives of Adam and Eve from 
the outside—from Satan.  Adam and Eve now had a sinful nature.  After 
their fall into sin, temptation would also come from within them, from 
their sinful nature, and additionally from the sin-darkened world.  We have 
inherited that sinful nature from our parents (Adam and Eve), so we too 
have sinful natures.  Like Adam and Eve, we too face temptations from the 
Devil, the world, and our flesh.13  

	 God did not want Adam and Eve to live forever with their sinful 
natures in rebellion against their Creator, so out of love for them, God pre-
vented Adam and Eve from eating fruit from the Tree of Life.14  Without 
access to the Garden of Eden, Adam would have to “work the soil from 
which he had been taken.”15  Working the soil would be difficult and pain-

13  Luther explains the 6th petition of the Lord’s Prayer like this, “And lead us not 
into temptation.  What does this mean? — Answer.  God, indeed, tempts no one; 
but we pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us, so that the devil, 
the world, and our flesh may not deceive us, nor seduce us into misbelief, despair, 
and other great shame and vice; and though we be assailed by them, that still we 
may finally overcome and gain the victory.”  
Martin Luther, Small Catechism, in the online Book of Concord (St Louis MO: 
Concordia Publishing House) https://bookofconcord.org/ (accessed 3-18-21)
14  Genesis 3:22-24 (EHV) The LORD God said, “Look, the man has become like 
one of us, knowing good and evil.  Now, so that he does not reach out his hand 
and also take from the Tree of Life and eat and live forever―” the LORD God 
sent him out from the Garden of Eden to work the soil from which he had been 
taken.  So he drove the man out, and in front of the Garden of Eden he stationed 
cherubim and a flaming sword, which turned in every direction to guard the way 
to the Tree of Life.
15  Genesis 3:23 (EHV).
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ful, since God had cursed the soil.16  Eve would also suffer greatly.17  

	 God sent suffering into the lives of Adam and Eve, and into our lives 
too, out of love for them and for us.  God never changes.  He always oppos-
es evil.  He reveals that in a fallen, sin-filled world, He sends suffering and 
death into our lives for our good.18  The Apostle Paul explains the purpose 
God has for sending suffering into our lives (underlines not in original),

For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed 
to us.  In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the 
sons of God to be revealed.  For creation was subjected to 
futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the one who sub-
jected it, in the hope that even creation itself will be set free 
from slavery to corruption, in order to share in the glorious 
freedom of the children of God.  For we know that all of cre-
ation is groaning with birth pains right up to the present time.  
And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we eagerly await 
our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  Indeed, it 
was for this hope we were saved.  But hope that is seen is not 
hope, because who hopes for what he already sees?  But if we 
hope for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 
patient endurance.  Romans 8:18-25 (EHV)

	 Note the last underlined part: We “groan inwardly while we eager-
ly await …the redemption of our body.”  Suffering in this earthy life leads 

16  Genesis 3:17-19 (EHV) To Adam he said: Because you listened to your wife’s 
voice and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, “You shall not eat from 
it,” the soil is cursed on account of you.  You will eat from it with painful labor all 
the days of your life.  Thorns and thistles will spring up from the ground for you, 
but you will eat the crops of the field.  By the sweat of your face you will eat bread 
until you return to the soil, for out of it you were taken.  For you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.
17  Genesis 3:16 (EHV) To the woman he said: I will greatly increase your pain 
in childbearing. With painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will 
be for your husband, but he will rule over you.
18  Romans 8:28 (EHV) We know that all things work together for the good of 
those who love God.
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us to hunger for our future life in heaven.  

	 God gave the Apostle John a vision of heaven (underlines not in 
original),

One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed 
in white robes, who are they and where did they come from?”  
And I answered him, “Sir, you know.”  And he said to me: These 
are the ones who are coming out of the great tribulation.  They 
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.  Because of this they are in front of the throne of 
God, and they serve him day and night in his temple. He who 
sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.  They will 
never be hungry or thirsty ever again.  The sun will never beat 
upon them, nor will any scorching heat, for the Lamb at the 
center of the throne will be their shepherd.  He will lead them 
to springs of living water.  And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes.  Revelation 7:13-17 (EHV) 

	 We, and everyone else who trusts Jesus (who “washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb”), will be the people in 
heaven wearing white robes.  We will have left all earthly suffering behind 
(the great tribulation).  The perfection that Adam and Eve enjoyed in Eden 
before they sinned will be restored for all believers to enjoy for eternity.

	 The book of Hebrews explains that God uses suffering to disci-
pline us, just like a father disciplines his son (underlines not in original),

Endure suffering as discipline. God is dealing with you as sons. 
Is there a son whose father does not discipline him?  If you 
are not disciplined (and all of us have received it), then you are 
illegitimate children and not sons. In addition, we have earthly 
fathers who disciplined us, and we respected them.  Should 
we not submit even more to the Father of the spirits and 
live?  They disciplined us for a little while, according to what 
seemed best to them, but God disciplines us for our good, so 
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that we may have a share in his holiness.  No discipline seems 
pleasant when it is happening, but painful, yet later it yields 
a peaceful harvest of righteousness for those who have been 
trained by it.  Hebrews 12:7-11 (EHV)

	 Note that, “God disciplines us for our good, so that we may have a 
share in his holiness.”  God’s purpose for bringing hardship into our lives 
is so that we can spend eternity with him in heaven.  

	 Jesus’ disciples asked Jesus why a particular beggar was born 
blind.  Jesus replied that it was so “God’s works might be revealed in con-
nection with him” John 9:3 (EHV).  This man had suffered his entire life, 
and in this case, we find out why God had chosen to cause such suffering.  
This man became a believer and we can read his story in John 9:1-41.  

	 God was the cause of Job’s flocks being destroyed and Job’s chil-
dren and servants dying, even though Satan was the means God used.19  
Job knew that God was in full control of events, including this disaster.  
Job confessed his trust in God, “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken 
away.  May the name of the LORD be blessed,” Job 1:21 (EHV).  We who 
can read the book of Job know something about why God sent this suffer-
ing, but Job was never told.  Job is an example of how we should trust that 
God knows what He is doing.  

Not What His Heart Desires

	 God prefers to bless us in positive ways, not though suffering (un-
derline not in original).  

For the Lord will not push us away forever.  Even though he 
brings grief, he will show compassion on the basis of his great 
mercy.  Certainly, it is not what his heart desires when he 

19  Job 2:3 (EHV) Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my 
servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a man who is blameless and 
upright, who fears God and turns away from evil.  And he still maintains his 
integrity, even though you incited me against him to destroy him for no reason 
(underline not in original).
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causes affliction, when he brings grief to the children of men. 
… Don’t the bad things and the good both come from the 
mouth of the Most High?  How can any living man complain?  
How can someone complain about the consequences of his 
sins?  Let us explore and examine our ways, and let us return 
to the LORD.  Lamentations 3:31-33,38-40 (EHV) 

	 As this passage reveals, “it is not what his heart desires when he 
causes affliction.”  Koester puts it this way in Elephants in the Room,

After Adam and Eve rebelled against God and let sin into the 
world, God began using suffering to bless us.  But Scripture in-
dicates―to use a human way of looking at it―he does so reluc-
tantly.20 

God Blesses Us Through Suffering 

	 The Elephants in the Room Bible Study summarizes the preceding 
as follows,

God’s people can praise God throughout their lives and rest in 
his complete care.  What is more, the world was created perfect.  
Satan’s temptation of Adam and Eve and their fall into sin allowed 
evil to come into the world.  But our loving God uses the forces of 
evil and turns them into a source of blessing.21

The Elephants in the Room book uses these words,

God’s creation was perfect, there was no suffering or death in it.  
Sin and evil entered God’s creation from the outside.  Since that 
time the world has experienced suffering.  But God sent his Son to 
destroy the guilt of sin and its power over us.  On account of this, 
everything that God does in the present world is prompted by his 
unconquerable love.  The curse God placed on creation serves to 

20  Koester, Elephants in the Room book, 56.  
21  Koester, Elephants in the Room BIBLE STUDY, Lesson 3 summary.  
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point out the transitory nature of this present earth and make us 
yearn for the day when God will restore it.  Scripture describes 
many reasons why God sends suffering into our lives.  We must 
confess, however, that God’s ways are most often hidden from 
us.22 

	 We previously looked at 1 John 4:16-17 where we learned that 
“God is love.”  The very next verse (18) reveals that love eliminates fear.  
God is not punishing us―He is loving us―even through times of suffering.  

There is no fear in love, but complete love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment.  The one who con-
tinues to be afraid has not been brought to the goal in love.  
1 John 4:18 (EHV)

	 The People’s Bible commentary puts it this way (commenting on 
1 John 16-18),

God is love.  More comfort—when we don’t like what we see God 
is doing, or when we fret about what we think God is not doing, 
it helps to take a deep breath and realize that his dominant emo-
tion toward us because of Jesus is love.  He is working all things 
together for those who love him, who are called according to his 
purpose.  Everything he does, and everything he chooses not to 
do is driven by his passionate love for his people.  He loves his 
children far more than any of us fathers or mothers love our kids.  
…Living in love is like basking in God’s very presence. “In this 
world we are like him.” “Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 
God in him.”  Wow!  Who wouldn’t want that?  …Letting love 
be your dominant mindset in life drives out fear.  Question: Who 
wants to live in constant fear?  Answer: Nobody.  …You don’t 
have to interpret the hardships of your life as signs that God is 
punishing you.23

22  Koester, Elephants in the Room book, 58.
23  Mark A. Jeske, James, 1,2 Peter, 1,2,3 John, Jude (Milwaukee: Northwestern 
Publishing House, 2002), 254–255. 
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God is in Compete Control

	 The start of this article mentioned that God has unlimited knowl-
edge and unlimited power.  He uses that knowledge and power to control 
events.  When speaking to Greek philosophers, the Apostle Paul stated, 

The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord 
of heaven and earth and does not live in temples made with 
hands. Neither is he served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything, since he himself gives all people life and breath and 
everything they have. From one man, he made every nation 
of mankind to live over the entire face of the earth. He deter-
mined the appointed times and the boundaries where they 
would live. He did this so they would seek God and perhaps 
reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each 
one of us.  ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ 
Acts 17:24-28 (EHV)

	 This passage reveals so many amazing things about God and how 
He controls events.  Let’s discuss some of what is packed into these sen-
tences.

1.	 God “gives all people life and breath and everything they have.”  
Everything you have is a gift from God: health, family, career, 
money, food, government, sunshine, you name it.  

2.	 God decided where and when you would live, and how long you 
would live (“appointed times and the boundaries”).

3.	 In God “we live and move and have our being.”  

	 Scripture describes the Son with these words (underlining not in 
original), 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all cre-
ation, for in him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, things seen and unseen, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through 
him and for him.  He is before all things, and all things hold 
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together in him.  Colossians 1:15-17 (EHV)

In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the 
universe.  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the ex-
act imprint of the divine nature.  He sustains all things by his 
powerful word.  Hebrews 1:2-3 (EHV)

	 So, in Colossians and Hebrews God reveals to us that He is hold-
ing together and sustaining all of creation.  Without God’s constant power 
and care, the entire universe would cease to exist.  That helps us better 
understand the previous Acts passage which stated that in God, “we live 
and move and have our being.”  This gives us a taste of God’s unlimited 
power.  Our loving God is at all times intimately involved with all of cre-
ation, holding together and sustaining matter, time, space, planets, stars, 
plants, insects, animals, heaven, hell, angels, and you and me.24  

	 God not only holds everything together—He is also in control of 
everything.  His control includes caring for every animal big and small, 
(Matthew 10:29-31),25 (Psalms 104:25-29),26 and (Psalms 145:15-16).27  
Psalm 104 praises God for feeding lions,28 even though that involves suf-

24  For a much more complete discussion see the People’s Bible Teachings: 
Mark J. Lenz, God’s Providence—He Cares for You (Milwaukee: Northwestern 
Publishing House, 1997), especially chapter 3.
25  Matthew 10:29-31 (EHV) “Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin?  Yet 
not one of them will fall to the ground without the knowledge and consent of your 
Father.  And even the hairs of your head are all numbered.  So do not be afraid. 
You are worth more than many sparrows.
26  Psalms 104:25-29 (EHV) Here is the sea, great and very wide. In it creatures 
swarm beyond number ―living things, the small with the large.  There the ships 
go back and forth, and the leviathan that you formed to play in it.  All of them wait 
hopefully for you to give them their food in its time.  You give it to them.  They 
gather it up.  You open your hand.  They are satisfied with good things.  You hide 
your face.  They are terrified.  You take away their breath.  They breathe their last 
and return to their dust.
27  Psalms 145:15-16 (EHV) The eyes of all look eagerly to you, and you give 
them their food at the proper time.  You open your hand, and you satisfy the desire 
of every living thing.
28  Psalms 104:20-21 (EHV) You bring darkness, and it becomes night. During it, 
all the animals in the forest move about. The young lions roar for their prey. They 
are seeking their food from God.
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fering and death of other animals.  God is in control of government.29  
Government was “established by God.”30  Each government official is 
called “God’s servant”31 and “God’s minister.”32  For more details, see the 
People’s Bible book, Civil Government—God’s Other Kingdom.33

 
Your Suffering

	 Are you suffering?  Remember what we learned from Hebrews 
chapter 12―we are God’s children.  God disciplines us through suffering, 
but always in love and for our eternal good.  Our loving God is in control 
of everything.  He is even in control of our suffering.  We can be comforted 
in knowing that God is in control of our suffering.  God loves us more than 
we can ever know.  God promises that our suffering is for our good.  We 
may never understand how our suffering is for our good, but we can be 
certain that it is.  God’s promises are always fulfilled.  

	 Are you suffering?  Look to God’s promises for spiritual strength.  
Those promises are recorded in Scripture.  As we read, hear, contemplate, 
and/or study Scripture, God works to strengthen our faith.  We all need to 
constantly hear the Good News of the gospel, in both good times and bad.  
Know this: God works through all situations to help, love, and bless us, 
including times of suffering.  The Apostle Paul tells us: “We know that all 

29  Romans 13:1-7 (EHV) Everyone must submit to the governing authorities.  
For no authority exists except by God, and the authorities that do exist have been 
established by God.  Therefore the one who rebels against the authority is oppos-
ing God’s institution, and those who oppose will bring judgment on themselves.  
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to evil.  Would you like to have no 
fear of the one in authority?  Do what is good, and you will receive praise from 
him, because he is God’s servant for your benefit.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, 
because he does not carry the sword without reason.  He is God’s servant, a pun-
isher to bring wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore it is necessary to submit, not 
only because of wrath, but also because of conscience. For this reason you also 
pay taxes, because the authorities are God’s ministers, who are employed to do 
this very thing.  Pay what you owe to all of them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, and honor to 
whom honor is owed. 
30  Romans 13:1 (EHV).
31  Romans 13:4 (EHV).
32  Romans 13:6 (EHV). 
33  Daniel M. Deutschlander, Civil Government—God’s Other Kingdom, (Mil-
waukee: Northwestern Publishing House, 1998).

Are You Suffering?
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things work together for the good of those who love God, for those who 
are called according to his purpose” Romans 8:28 (EHV).  The “purpose” 
of God is to bring us home to Him in heaven for all eternity.  

	 If you do not regularly (daily?) read Scripture, how about starting 
today and making it a habit?  How about starting with the Gospel of John?  
Others may prefer daily schedules that guide you to read the entire Bible in 
one or in three years.  Multiple options are available at (accessed 3-18-21) 
https://wels.net/serving-you/bible/ 

----------
Elephants in the Room

	 God is love.  He controls everything, even our suffering.  The LSI 
Journal article you just read teaches that and then applies it as comfort in 
times of suffering.  The book Elephants in the Room devotes 20 pages to 
teaching about God’s control of suffering.  The book makes little, if any, 
mention of this being a comfort to us in times of suffering.  Instead, the 
book compares the Biblical truth about God’s relation to suffering with 
what theistic evolutionists falsely teach on the matter.  Christian evolution-
ists modify Scripture to conform with evolution, and by their own words, 
end up with an evil God who from the start designed a world with death 
and suffering.  

	 I highly recommend the Elephants in the Room book and Bible 
study.  They not only show how evolution is a grave danger to the gospel 
itself, but they also teach the biblical view about God, sin, and salvation 
in a unique and worthwhile way.  The study would work well as an adult 
Bible class or a school faculty study.

----------
Mark Bergemann is a retired electrical engineer with a B.S. from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin–Milwaukee.  He serves as president of the Lutheran 
Science Institute and as Martin Luther College adjunct instructor for the 
online courses Creation Apologetics 101 and 102.  He is a member of 
Good Shepherd’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in West Allis, Wisconsin.  
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Theistic Evolution 
The Choice No Christian Should Make

Jeffrey Stueber

	 In Western Society, the origins debate is dominated largely by two 
camps.  On one hand, young-Earth creationists (YEC) believe that the 
world and the universe is thousands of years old (perhaps only 6,000 to 
10,000 years old).  The opposite camp is dominated by scientific material-
ists who insist that life and the universe is a result of unplanned processes 
we can discover operating over billions of years.  God, if He exists, has 
nothing to do with the natural world. 

	 A third group, theistic evolutionists (TEists), believes that biologi-
cal evolution is true and that is God’s way of creating (theistic evolution—
TE).  They argue sincerely but have biased reasons for arguing as they 
do.  TEists are religious believers who believe in naturalistic evolution 
and divine creation (of some sort), and their beliefs are an effort at com-
promise.  Investigation of TEist claims shows that they fail to make the 
case that God used evolution to create.  Supporting this camp are secular 
materialists who realize that general cultural acceptance of evolution relies 
on some religious support.  They have every reason, therefore, to try to 
appease theistic believers.

	 Evolutionists interviewed in Ben Stein’s movie Expelled1 describe 
this third group.  Evolutionist author Eugenie Scott says, “The best kept 
secret in this controversy is that Catholics and mainstream Protestants are 
OK on evolution.”2  At this point Stein questions such an assertion and in-
terviews Richard Dawkins who says there is an “evolution defense lobby” 
composed of “mostly atheists” who are “desperately wanting to be friend-
ly to mainstream sensible religious people.”  The way to do that, he says, 
is “to tell them that there’s no incompatibility between science and reli-
gion.”  Dawkins later says that if he was a witness in court and was asked, 
“Dr. Dawkins, has your study of evolution turned you toward atheism?” 

1  Ben Stein, Expelled—No Intelligence Allowed, Premise Media Corp. 2008.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HErmp5Pzqw&t=2924s (accessed 3-8-21) 
2  Stein, 47:12 – 47:24.
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he would have to say “yes.”3  Dawkins, as far as my understanding of the 
issue, is correct and brutally honest about atheist evolutionists looking to 
Christians for their support of evolution being true.

	 Given the opposing claims of the first two groups (YEC and sci-
entific materialists)―the opposing claims of Scripture versus evolution 
theory―TEists are left with the proverbial task of fitting a round peg in 
a square hole,4 as they attempt to fit evolution into the Bible.  Distortions 
and outright mischaracterizations dominate TEist claims of what the Bible 
says about creation, not to mention blatant fallacies they use.

Separate Domains―Stephen J. Gould

	 In early 1984, evolutionist Stephen Jay Gould (“the world’s most 
revered and eloquent interpreter of evolutionary ideas”5), who was staying 
at the Vatican at the time, was questioned by several priests, who were also 
scientists, about creation and evolution.  “Is evolution really in some kind 
of trouble,” they asked, “and if so, what could such trouble be?”6  They 
were taught that there was no doctrinal conflict between creation and evo-
lution, and evolution, in their mind, is unquestioned fact.  Gould assured 
them that evolution had encountered no serious trouble and that, 

Creationism is a homegrown phenomenon of American sociocul-
tural history—a splinter movement …of Protestant fundamental-
ists who believe that every word of the Bible must be literally true, 
whatever such a claim might mean.7  

3  Stein, 47:38 – 48:37. 
4  Editor’s comment: This common phrase is also used to describe theistic evolu-
tion by Koester in his book Elephants in the Room (which is reviewed elsewhere 
in this spring 2021 LSI Journal). 
5  Stephen Jay Gould, The Structure of Evolutionary Theory (Cambridge MA: 
The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2002), book jacket inside front.
6  Stephen Jay Gould, “Nonoverlapping Magisteria,” Natural History 106 (March 
1997): 16-22, quote is from paragraph 2.  Reprinted in Leonardo’s Mountain 
of Clams and the Diet of Worms (New York: Harmony Books, 1998), 269-283.  
Available from The Unofficial Stephen Jay Gould Archive, Biology Learning 
Center of the Univ of Arizona, www.LutheranScience.org/GouldNOMA (ac-
cessed 3-18-21) 
7  Gould, “Nonoverlapping Magisteria,” paragraph 3.
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	 Gould’s essay Nonoverlapping Magisteria (NOMA) attempts to 
explain how he thinks science and religion are compatible.  The word 
“magister” is Latin for “teacher,” and a “magisterium” is a domain (or 
area) of teaching.  Science and religion both have their own domains of 
teaching (magisteria), and Gould claims those domains do not overlap.  
Gould explains it in this paragraph:

The net of science covers the empirical universe: what is it made of 
(fact) and why does it work this way (theory).  The net of religion ex-
tends over questions of moral meaning and value.  These two mag-
isteria do not overlap, nor do they encompass all inquiry (consid-
er, for starters, the magisterium of art and the meaning of beauty).8 

	 Here we see Gould’s first mistake, a mistake he should not be mak-
ing and one, I think he is willing to make for the sake of, as Richard Daw-
kins says, being friendly to the religious.  The domains of science and reli-
gion do overlap, but NOMA falsely claims that they do not overlap.  Gould 
simply deletes from religion the areas where religion and science overlap.  

	 Gould claims the domain of religion is confined to “moral mean-
ing and value.”  It is absolutely true that religions, in general, have a lot to 
say about meaning and values.  In fact, religious beliefs involve our moral 
choices and our relationship to God.  In Christianity, however, it doesn’t 
stop there.  In the Bible we learn of numerous historical events including 
creation out of nothing by God (ex nihilo), the existence of Adam and Eve, 
and the resurrection of Jesus.  To say that Christianity has nothing to say 
about reality other than how we value our lives and others’ lives is to seri-
ously misrepresent it.

	 For a religion to have a valid claim to meaning and values, there 
would have to be some objective truth behind that religion’s claims.  Christi-
anity claims that God values people, because God created people, and more 
importantly, because God is love.  Apparently, Gould doesn’t believe God 
created humans and doesn’t believe most other Christian teachings either.  
Gould believes religions are only good for telling us to love one another in 

8  Gould, “Nonoverlapping Magisteria,” paragraph 18.
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a way that secular evolutionists can agree with, and in that way secularists 
like him can agree that religions have value while they avoid the vast dis-
agreements between the two world views.  However, his disbelief in divine 
creation undermines any claims he makes for religious meaning and values.

	 In reality, science and religion have overlapping domains, and 
in many of those overlapping areas, science and religion make opposing 
claims.  This fact, which goes against Gould’s NOMA idea, is acknowl-
edged by Gould himself in round-a-bout fashion.  Gould says the Pope 
acknowledged that evolution lies in an area where the domain of religion 
rubs up against the domain of science.  It does more than that.  The Pope’s 
concern is “polygenism” which is the belief that human life originated 
from more than one ancestor instead of a single pair of humans.  Gould 
says that the Pope, by declaring that we cannot entertain a polygenetic 
origin of humans, is “out of line” for letting the domain of religion dictate 
a conclusion that lies within the domain of science.9

	 Immediately thereafter Gould discusses the Christian claim that 
there is an immaterial soul that somehow interacts with our body and brain 
to create conscious decisions.  Atheists have long held there is no such 
thing partly because their scientific materialism demands that no such thing 
exists.  The Pope, Gould says, believes that Catholics can accept evolution 
so long as they affirm that the soul is divinely created and infused within 
the human body.  Gould calls the Catholic idea of divine infusion “a theo-
logical notion under the magisterium of religion” and a “sop to our fears.”

	 So, this is how Gould allows two competing belief systems to 
compromise.  Christian teaching about creation can be compatible—as 
long as it makes no claims that run contrary to materialistic evolution and 
does nothing but tell us to act morally.  Any attempt to say anything about 
the realm that evolutionary science inhabits is out of bounds and most 
likely a “notion” and not a description of an actual truth.  Gould waters 
down creation to the point of absurdity, while keeping it in its own sepa-
rate reality divorced from his.

9  Gould, “Nonoverlapping Magisteria,” paragraphs 19, 27.
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	 Gould calls himself “a Jewish agnostic” who believes “that evolu-
tion was both true and entirely compatible with Christian belief.”10  Gould 
is an example of the many agnostics (and even atheists) who encourage 
and support TEists in their belief that God used evolution to create.  Now 
let’s turn to the writings of several actual TEists.  

A God Who Does Nothing―Kenneth Miller

	 My first literary engagement with TEist Kenneth Miller came af-
ter reading his book Finding Darwin’s God.11  Miller clarifies his take on 
theistic evolution in a story of a seminar he attended in graduate school on 
the evolution of an important protein.  The speaker said that if one doesn’t 
believe in evolution, then the god one accepts is like a god that can sink 
fifteen balls on a pool table by taking fifteen separate shots.  “‘My God,’ 
she said, ‘sinks all the balls by taking only one shot.’”12

	 I prefer thinking of dominoes when pondering this story.  One 
could set up a row and then immediately knock over each domino sepa-
rately, or one could set up the dominoes so that knocking over one knocks 
over all the rest.  Evolution, if God had created that way, would be like 
knocking over all the dominoes by knocking over just the first in a long 
line of dominoes.  A Christian evolutionist might claim that perhaps God 
built such determinism into the evolutionary process so that once life 
originated, it continued until it produced mankind, and it could not avoid 
achieving that goal.  However, Miller does not seem to make that argu-
ment.  He believes that the hallmark of evolution is an undirected process, 

The explanatory power of evolution derives from its simplicity.  
Natural Selection favors and preserves those variations that work 

10  Gould, “Nonoverlapping Magisteria,” paragraphs 3 and 4. 
11  My review of that book was published in the Nov/Dec 2002 LSI Journal (ac-
cessed 3-10-21) www.LutheranScience.org/2002DarwinsGod.  I have subse-
quently written an updated article on TE for my WordPress site, “The Muddied 
Waters of Theistic Evolution,” www.LutheranScience.org/Stueber-MWofTE (ac-
cessed 3-10-21). 
12  Kenneth R. Miller, Finding Darwin’s God: A Scientist’s Search for Common 
Ground Between God and Evolution (New York: Cliff Street Books, 1999), 283.
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best, and new variation is constantly generated by mutations, gene 
rearrangements, and even by exchanges of genetic information 
between organisms.  This does not mean that the path of evolution 
is random in the sense that anything can happen as we jump from 
one generation to the next.  …Although not completely random, 
chance does affect which mutations, which mistakes, appear in 
which individuals.  As we saw earlier, this inherent unpredictabil-
ity is not a matter of inadequate scientific knowledge.  Rather, it is 
a reflection that the behavior of matter itself is indeterminate, and 
therefore unpredictable.  It is one of the reasons why we cannot 
predict, with any detailed certainty, the future path of evolution.13  

	 Additional evidence that Miller does not believe God set up bi-
ological dominoes―so that whatever God wanted to create would come 
about―is shown in an interview for the Christian magazine Doulos.  Mill-
er was asked if he believed that evolution was guided by God or by a 
random process God created.  Miller said, with no hesitation, the answer 
to both questions is “no,” and furthermore,

The most satisfying, Christian view is a God who is the master of 
everything, including nature itself.  Does that mean that God is not 
involved?  No, to a person of faith like myself, God is involved 
in every second, every millisecond of existence, not by constantly 
pulling strings and subverting our independence, but by support-
ing our existence and the natural laws that make this world so 
orderly and enable us to do science in the first place.14

Miller backs up this belief in Finding Darwin’s God: 

Evolution is not rigged, and religious belief does not require one to 
postulate a God who fixes the game, bribes the referees, or tricks 
natural selection.  The reality of natural history, like the reality of 

13  Miller, 233-234.
14  Kenneth Miller interview (Dec 2009) as republished on the God of Evolution 
website.  Miller calls intelligent design “a negation of everything science stands 
for.”  This website is no longer functional, but a June 28, 2015 copy is on the 
WayBackMachine at www.LutheranScience.org/MillerDoulos 
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human history, is more interesting and more exciting.15

	 Apparently, Miller believes that God somehow supports all of na-
ture’s physical laws that allow life to evolve.  What, though, is the reason, 
given naturalistic presuppositions, for thinking that God supports the rest 
of nature?  Miller has long been a critic of the intelligent design movement 
(ID), a movement that, at least, suggests that God’s creation is capable of 
being detected.  If we assume that life’s processes can produce life without 
divine interference, why couldn’t we assume that physical laws present in 
the universe can produce an Earth with processes that are able to cause 
evolution of life to occur?  Does his belief come from being a “person of 
faith?”  The only reason I can think of for Miller to argue this way, is that 
he wishes to add a creationist gloss to evolution, because he and other 
TEists, can’t bear to totally live in a godless universe.

	 One of Miller’s primary objections to creation (to YEC), is that 
God intervening in nature means that God takes away personal freedom 
from people.  Traditionally, Christians understood that God created Adam 
and Eve with a body and soul, and the free will to worship God or rebel 
(sin) against Him.  Adam and Eve chose to rebel, and we as their descen-
dants, have inherited that sinful nature.  How could Darwinian evolution 
allow or improve the human ability to exercise free will in a way that di-
vine creation does not?  Furthermore, how does an unintelligent unguided 
process allow “freedom”?  Evolution has humans manipulated by an envi-
ronmental process.  How is that freedom?  Such people would be puppets 
whose strings are being pulled.  Miller seems to think that if something is 
not ordained by God to be a specific way, then it is automatically “free.”  
[Editor’s note: Robert Koester spends several pages discussing free will 
in his book Elephants in the Room, which is reviewed in this same spring 
2021 LSI Journal.16]  

15  Miller, 238.
16  “Theistic evolutionists …teach that if God created human beings in any oth-
er way, we would be robots.  …Christians who are considering evolution must 
choose between two ways of understanding freedom: (1) God created Adam and 
Eve with the freedom to love and serve him.  When they sinned, they lost that free-
dom for themselves and their descendants.  God, in Christ, restores that freedom 
to us.  (2) Mankind gradually became free through the choices afforded by the 
process of evolution.  Through the process of making choices between [next page]
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	 So, Miller believes that unintelligent unguided processes allow 
some sort of freedom, a suggestion that should be difficult to believe if 
you think about it seriously.17  He also believes that God participates in 
creation by doing nothing―at least nothing detectable.  

	 Miller’s idea of creation is a thin veneer of divine action forced 
onto evolutionary processes.  That divine veneer can easily be removed by 
others, given natural science’s presuppositions. 

Evolutionist Theology―John Haught
 
	 Like the other TEists I’ve read, John Haught, a research profes-
sor in the theology department at Georgetown University, asks Christian 
doctrine to bend to evolution when arguing that “evolution has allowed 
theology to acknowledge at last that the notion of an originally and instan-
taneously completed creation is theologically unthinkable in any case.”18  
Unthinkable?   In any case?  Certainly, it’s not the case with 42% of US 
Christians who believe that humans have always existed in their present 
form.19  It wasn’t unthinkable for centuries before modern evolutionary 
thinking, when nearly all Christians, and nearly all scientists, believed in 
a 6-day creation.  The only thing that makes it unthinkable now, it seems, 
is that evolution bends creation to its whim.  Haught also thinks that evo-
lution explains evil,

[continued from previous page footnote] good and evil, mankind evolved to be 
the kind of being who is able to develop a relationship with God and to serve him 
willingly.  Consider option two.  …For billions of years living beings were forced 
by God to commit savage acts so their species would survive.  In modern genetic 
terms, this means that God forced us to be selfishly concerned about the survival 
of our own genes at the expense of the gene pools of others.  …Are we free when 
even our acts of kindness cannot rise above self-interest?  If this is freedom, it’s 
like the freedom given to birds put in a cage for a cockfight; they can choose to 
fight anyway they want.”    
Robert J. Koester, Elephants in the Room―EVOLUTION VERSUS THE MES-
SAGE OF SCRIPTURE (GWA Books, 2020), 72-73.
17  See previous footnote.
18  John Haught, God After Darwin: A Theology of Evolution (Boulder, CO: 
Westview Press, 2000), 37.
19  Pew Research Center, “Chapter 4: Social and Political Attitudes,” 11-3-15.  
https://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03/chapter-4-social-and-political-attitudes/ 
(accessed 3-10-21)
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But if the universe is still unfinished, then we cannot demand that 
it should here and now possess the status of finished perfection.  
And if the universe is not perfect, then this can mean only that it 
is now imperfect.  Moreover, if ours is an imperfect world, the ap-
pearance of evil (including the suffering and struggle depicted by 
Darwinian science) is not inconceivable.  Evil and suffering could 
be thought of as the dark side of the world’s ongoing creation.20

	 Surely, mankind―since the fall into sin―is not perfect, and this 
sinful imperfection created the misery that exists in this world.  However, 
nowhere in the Bible is man’s sinfulness a part of God’s six-day creation.  
Incredibly, if Haught wants to argue this way he would be, in effect, saying 
that evil, instead of being bad, would actually be favorable and necessary 
because it is part of God’s creation.  Once again, Christian doctrine is 
turned 180 degrees upside down.

	 Like Miller, Haught believes that a “hands off” approach to cre-
ation glorifies God,   

For if ultimate reality is conceived of neither as mindless or imper-
sonal “matter,” as materialism sees it, nor simply as an “intelligent 
designer,” but fundamentally as self-emptying, suffering love, we 
should already anticipate that nature will give every appearance of 
being in some sense autonomously creative.  …Since it is the na-
ture of love, even at the human level, to refrain from coercive ma-
nipulation of others, we should not expect the world that a generous 
God calls into being to be instantaneously ordered to perfection.”21

	 This argument is similar to Miller’s that divine creation interferes 
with freedom, and the same critical comments I made about Miller apply 
here.  I can only further suggest that God intervenes in our world because 
of his love for us and to bring about our knowledge of Him in ways that 
will glorify Him.  Haught ignores what God tells us in Scripture about this.  
Instead, he thinks no action at all is the only loving path God can take.  

20  Haught, 38.
21  Haught, 53.

Theistic Evolution
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Life from the Word―Francis Collins

	 By now, one should notice a pattern in thinking among TEists, a 
pattern repeated in Francis Collins’ The Language of God.  Collins sum-
marizes TE in that book.  His points four, five, and six read as follows:
 

•	 Once evolution got under way, no special supernatural interven-
tion was required.

•	 Humans are part of this process, sharing a common ancestor 
with the great apes.

•	 But humans are also unique in ways that defy evolutionary ex-
planation and point to our spiritual nature. This includes the ex-
istence of the Moral Law (the knowledge of right and wrong) 
and the search for God that characterizes all human cultures 
throughout history.22

	 Collins takes on several objections to TE, particularly the argu-
ment that a divine god would never use such an “apparently random, po-
tentially heartless, and inefficient process,” as he calls evolution.23  He also 
responds to the question: How can God create us in His image (Genesis 
1:26-27), if He uses unintelligent processes?  Collins says the following 
while answering these points, and it is worth quoting in full to get the total 
effect.  Watch carefully what he leaves out, 

The solution is actually readily at hand, once one ceases to apply 
human limitations to God.  If God is outside of nature, then He 
is outside of space and time.  In that context, God could in the 
moment of creation of the universe also know every detail of the 
future.  That could include the formation of the stars, planets, and 
galaxies, all of the chemistry, physics, geology, and biology that 
led to the formation of life on earth, and the evolution of humans, 
right to the moment of your reading this book―and beyond.  In 

22  Francis Collins, The Language of God—A Scientist Presents Evidence for 
Belief (New York: Free Press, 2006), 200.
23  Collins, 204.
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that context, evolution could appear to us to be driven by chance, 
but from God’s perspective the outcome would be entirely spec-
ified.  Thus, God could be completely and intimately involved in 
the creation of all species, while from our perspective, limited as 
it is by the tyranny of linear time, this would appear a random and 
undirected process.24

	 Collins does not mention God’s omnipotence (unlimited power) 
nor God’s ability to control all things, both of which Scripture often men-
tions God using to interact with His creation.  Thus, to Collins, God is 
not a divine being who controls nature at all times, but a divine being 
who knows everything but does not interfere with His creation.  Collins 
ignores God’s omnipotence and focuses only on God’s omniscience.  How 
exactly is God “intimately involved” with His creation with this hands-off 
approach?

	 We can be thankful that Collins so clearly states how he views TE 
so there can be little misunderstanding of how he hopes to accommodate 
his version of compromise.  As other TEists, he distorts Christian doctrine 
and logic topping it off with a denial of Biblical history.25  He merges cre-
ation with evolution by denying things about creation that he needs to in 
order to make his ideas fit.

	 The theistic evolution authors mentioned in this article show that 
Christian doctrine (Bible teachings) must be watered down as much as 
necessary to fit evolutionist doctrine.  Given that approach, what the Bi-
ble teaches no longer matters, compared to the teachings of Darwinism.  
Scriptural truth not only about creation, but also about God, is often cast 
aside and replaced with ideas that sinful mankind imagines to be true.

Jeffrey Stueber, a free-lance writer, serves as secretary of the Lutheran Sci-
ence Institute. He is a member of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Watertown WI.

24  Collins, 205.
25  Collins opens himself up to denying the historical existence of Adam and Eve 
allowing that the Biblical creation narrative may be only a moral lesson.  I have 
chosen not to explore, in depth, his reasoning on this issue.
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Elephants in the Room
―EVOLUTION VERSUS THE MESSAGE OF SCRIPTURE
by Robert J. Koester, 2020; 202 pages, softcover; $16.95,

www.nph.net has quantity discounts up to 40%.

	 I highly recommend this book for every Christian―whether they 
think we should simply ignore evolution or mount a solid apologetic re-
sponse to it; whether they believe God created in six days or think it may 
be possible that God used billions of years to create.  All Christians would 
profit from reading Elephants in the Room.  

	 Koester argues, I think correctly, that every Christian generation 
faces some persuasive worldly wisdom that goes against Scripture, that 
today we face evolution and its attacks on Scripture, and that while the 
apologetic responses of creation scientists are helpful, only Scripture gives 
us complete certainty about God and how He created.1  

	 Most Christian churches have accepted evolution as the method 
God used to create.  They revise Scripture to conform with evolution.  This 
book is an in-depth examination of that situation.  

	 The seven chapters of Elephants in the Room cover five central 
Christian teachings:

1.	 God created a finished, perfect world, then Adam and Eve rebelled, re-
sulting in death and suffering.  God will restore the world to its original 
perfection.  

2.	 God is love.  He is not evil, yet God does send suffering as discipline 
and always in love and for our good.  

3.	 People have a soul and the image of God.  People are to be caretakers 
for the rest of creation.  

4.	 “Right and Wrong.  Sin, Death, and Judgment.”2 

1  Robert J. Koester, Elephants in the Room―EVOLUTION VERSUS THE MES-
SAGE OF SCRIPTURE (GWA Books, 2020), 6.
2  Title of chapter 6.
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5.	 “What Jesus Did for the World.”3

	 For each of these five points of Christian doctrine, the book first 
details what Scripture teaches, then details what theistic evolutionists 
teach.  Koester devotes 71 pages to presenting the Scriptural position on 
these five points.  You will look far and wide to find another source that 
discusses these topics in such a unique and in-depth manner.  These 71 
pages alone make this a must-read book.  

	 Extensive quotes from theistic evolutionists (from relatively con-
servative Christians to very liberal ones and those in-between) are present-
ed as their understanding of Scripture is explored.  Koester sums up the 
sad truth,

I approached this writing project with the expectation that there 
was a group of relatively conservative evangelical theologians 
who accepted evolution but who would attempt to read Scripture 
in a straightforward way.  I was being naïve.  It soon became clear 
that the very act of accepting evolution as God’s tool of creation 
puts an author in the position of trying to fit a square peg into a 
round hole.  An author who accepts evolution must get out his 
knife and whittle Scripture into a shape that will fit into the teach-
ing of evolution.  …If God is the Creator of the evolutionary pro-
cess, we can never see him as the God of Scripture, complete in 
love and mercy, and righteous when he judges.  God himself be-
comes responsible for the evil in the world.4  

If God used sinful actions and death to create human beings, why 
should human beings worry about sinful actions they commit?  
What right does God have for punishing human beings for what 
he himself does?  Accordingly, in theistic evolutionary literature, 
there is little emphasis on Christ as our substitute and more talk 
about Christ as a moral influence and inspiration.5

3  Title of chapter 7.
4  Koester, 150-151.
5  Koester, 171.
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	 Each of the five teachings introduces elephants into the room. 
Koester defines “elephants” as, “basic ideas that one must hold if he or she 
believes that evolution happened.  These ideas stand opposed to the basic 
teachings of the Christian religion.”6

Thirteen Elephants are Identified including:
•	 Sin cannot be equated with evil because natural selection requires 

it.  At best, sin can only be defined as causing others more suffer-
ing than is necessary.  

•	 Death is good and natural.
•	 Jesus did not save us from the guilt of sin, death, and God’s judg-

ment.
•	 Jesus gave us an example of love to inspire us to rise above the 

evils associated with natural selection.7

	 A page or two is devoted to discussing each of seven clichés―
statements that are common in theistic evolutionary writings.  These cli-
chés include:

•	 What’s important is who created the world, not how he created it.

•	 God deserves more glory for using evolution.8

	 A good book review usually includes criticism.  I find much to 
criticize in many books I read, but not this one.  I did find it discouraging to 
read the many quotes from Christian authors who so damage the message of 
Scripture in their futile attempts to make Scripture conform with evolution.  

	 There is only a single paragraph where I disagree with the author.  
I prefer the word “may” instead of “must” when stating that God “must 
have changed human physiology” so that people could eat animals (Gene-
sis 9:3), and when stating that God “must have changed animal physiolo-
gy” when they began to eat each other.9  I think it wise to often use words 

6  Koester, 2.
7  Koester, 181.
8  Koester, v.
9  Koester, 22.

Reviews



33

like “may,” and rarely use words like “must,” when proposing extra-bib-
lical details about how the pre-Fall and pre-Flood worlds differ from the 
world today.

	 May God use Elephants in the Room to help his people see the 
great danger that evolution poses to the heart of the gospel.  

Mark Bergemann

Elephants in the Room BIBLE STUDY
by Robert J. Koester, Northwestern Publishing House, 

2020, digital with printable pdf, $47.99 at www.nph.net 

The author himself explains the goal of this Bible study,

The course is designed to help Christians see the big picture of 
both Scripture and evolution and help them see incompatibility 
between the two.  The class will be taught to reject evolution not 
because it is unreasonable or even because it contradicts certain 
parts of Scripture, but because it destroys the Christian faith.  It 
will be a challenge to gently keep the class on track toward that 
goal.10

	 Elephants in the Room BIBLE STUDY presents a rather unique 
and purely Biblical case against evolution.  That Biblical case is based 
on how evolution attacks central Christian teachings about God, sin, and 
salvation, which is very different from a Bible study that centers on how 
evolution contradicts the Biblical creation account.  Also, scientific and 
philosophical arguments against evolution are not included.  

	 This study is based on the book, Elephants in the Room―EVOLU-
TION VERSUS THE MESSAGE OF SCRIPTURE.  See my review of that 

10  Leader’s Guide page 3.
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book to learn more about this Bible study, as this study summarizes the book.  

	 Each study lesson corresponds to a chapter in the book.  The study 
stands alone very well.  Students who wish to learn more are encouraged 
to read the corresponding book chapter between lessons.  The NPH web-
site offers a quantity discount when as few as six books are purchased.  

Lesson 1    What Is Theistic Evolution? The Big Picture
Lesson 2    The Creation from Beginning to End 
Lesson 3    God’s Love Amidst Suffering
Lesson 4    Who We Are—According to Scripture
Lesson 5    Who We Are—According to Theistic Evolution
Lesson 6    Right and Wrong, Sin, Death, and Judgment
Lesson 7    The Work of Jesus Christ

	 Each lesson begins with a responsive Psalm and prayer.  The study 
is filled with Scripture, quoting extensively from six Old Testament books 
and 16 New Testament ones.  The author does what he says, in that he lets 
theistic evolutionists speak for themselves.  The study includes about 88 
quotes from 37 evolutionist authors.  

	 The Leader’s Guide presents multiple considerations as you plan 
how many sessions to have for this study.  An overall consideration is,

A class that contains members who are seriously struggling with 
the idea that God used evolution to create the world will benefit 
from a slower, more complete study.  A group of mature Christians 
who believe in a six 24-hour-day creation and only want to see 
the big picture of theistic evolution may be content with working 
through the material more quickly.11

	 The author suggests that each of the seven lessons requires about 
90 minutes to teach, so if your sessions are only 60 minutes, and you wish 
a thorough coverage of the material, you may wish to devote two sessions 
per lesson (14 total sessions).  To teach the study in fewer sessions, the au-

11  Leader’s Guide page 4.
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thor suggests teaching the first three lessons thoroughly, and moving more 
quickly through the remaining lessons through means such as skipping 
some of the quotes of theistic evolutionists.  

	 I have prepared as if I were scheduled to teach this study at my 
home congregation, where the students are mature Christians who regu-
larly attend Bible studies.   My plan is to teach the study in seven 1-hour 
sessions.  Most lessons should easily fit that format, as long as I do not 
allow off-topic discussion to take much time.  Lessons 2 and 3 may re-
quire a little longer, so those two may spill over into the next session.  In 
my opinion, taking two 1-hour sessions per lesson would have the study 
move too slowly.  There would have to be significant student discussion, 
probably even of related side issues, to fill a total of 14 hours.  
 
	 The Leader’s Guide states that, “It is not necessary to do a lot of 
advance preparation to teach the course,” and that, “What you will need to 
understand about theistic evolutionism is included in the lesson itself and 
in the leader’s guide.”  While I agree, a leader who has read the 202-page 
book will be better able to handle questions as he teaches this course.  

	 Elephants in the Room BIBLE STUDY can be downloaded from 
NPH.net immediately upon purchase.  A CD-ROM can be purchased for 
an additional shipping charge.  A student handout (54-page pdf) and lead-
er’s guide (76-page pdf) are included.  These files are also provided in 
docx and rtf formats.  Limited permission is given for you to modify these 
files for use in the class you lead.  Study themed slideshow backgrounds 
(16:9 and 4:3 sizes) are provided for those who wish to make their own 
slideshow.  

	 The promotional toolkit includes advertising posters in pdf, bulle-
tin/newsletter paragraph and inserts, a website banner jpg, and four sizes 
of png thumbnails for email, Face Book, Instagram, and websites.   The 
poster pdfs have fields where you can type in your own text such as the 
date, time, and location of your Bible study.  Instructions for using the free 
Adobe Reader to type in this text are included.  

Mark Bergemann
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One more Elephant
―EVOLUTION VERSUS THE TEXT OF SCRIPTURE

by Robert J. Koester, 2020, 216 pages, 
softcover, $16.95 at www.nph.net

	 The first book in this two-book set, Elephants in the Room, ex-
plored how evolution attacks the message of Scripture.  One more Ele-
phant examines how evolution affects the text of Scripture.  Specifically, 
One more Elephant is about the liberal method of Bible interpretation 
called “historical criticism.”  

Part 1: “Scripture—What the Bible Says About Itself.”  
	 These 29 pages are a wonderful and unique study of how the writ-
ers of Scripture and their contemporary readers understood the Bible and 
its message.  Scripture is authoritative, accurate, and holy; it is the very 
words of God.  All Scripture is written for (and can be understood by) all 
people living in every time and place.  All Scripture leads us to Christ and 
calls us to faith in Him.  

Part 2: “Historical Criticism.”  
	 These 95 pages are a very detailed examination of historical crit-
icism and its historical development through the Renaissance, Enlighten-
ment, Lutheran Pietism, and Scientific Revolution.

Part 3: “The Ancient Near Eastern Argument.”  
	 These 84 pages examine how the nations around ancient Israel un-
derstood nature and how theistic evolutionists use that to change what Scrip-
ture teaches about the world and its creation.  

	 Twenty-eight pages are devoted to 11 clichés including “Creation-
ists are against science,” and “The evangelism card.”  

	 I think most Christian readers will find part one and all the clichés 
interesting and informative, while the rest of the book will not enjoy such 
widespread appeal.  Mark Bergemann

Reviews



37

Dear Supporters,	 April, 2021

	      Thank you so much for participating in this apologetic 
ministry.  With your prayers and financial support, and by tell-
ing others about this ministry, you are producing and distributing 
Confessional Lutheran creation apologetic materials.  This is an 
exciting time of growth.  You are getting creation apologetic ma-
terials into the hands of more pastors, teachers, students, and laity 
than ever before.  

	       Last summer, an expanded 48-page LSI Lesson Book, 
Evolution—a Lutheran Response, was mailed to every WELS 
and ELS congregation, and to hundreds of science and religion 
teachers at our high schools and colleges.  The print LSI Journal 
mailing list was increased from 450 to over 1,000, primarily by 
adding 400 science and religion teachers at our high schools and 
colleges.  Also, last fall LSI mailed a set of three print journals to 
118 people who who requested them.  

	      LSI has partnered with WELS Multi-Language Produc-
tions (MLP) to produce ten creation apologetic videos in English 
and Spanish (based on the LSI Lesson Book) for distribution by 
LSI and by WELS mission groups TELL and Academia Cristo.  
LSI will heavily advertise these videos for use in adult Bible study 
and in grade 5 through college.  High school science and religion 
teachers who have previewed drafts of the first six videos are very 
impressed with their quality and content.  These videos should be 
available for free download from LSI within a few months.

	      Thank you for supporting this expanding apologetic min-
istry.  Your generosity makes it possible.  

Mark Bergemann
President, Lutheran Science Institute	 (LSI)
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LSI in Your Will
The LSI Trust Fund is ready to receive estates of all sizes, whether $3,000 
or $300,000. The Trust Fund accumulates funds for larger ministry pro-
grams and possibly for a paid staff to do expanded ministry that our vol-
unteer staff is unable to do.  It also ensures LSI operating expenses are met 
in years of income shortfall, as occurred in 2016 when the trust provided 
$2,000 toward operating expenses. The LSI Trust Fund was created in late 
2014 and is governed by the document at: www.LutheranScience.org/Trust 

	 Financial support in 2020 came from forty-two individuals and 
groups (such as congregations) who provided $14,760 in gifts and dues.  
This included twenty individuals and two congregations who donated 
$5,500 to the new LSI Special Projects Fund, allowing LSI to produce a 
creation apologetic video series.    

	 COVID canceled many 2020 conferences and conventions where 
LSI would have distributed thousands of LSI Journals and spoken to hun-
dreds of people.  This presented opportunities to reach people in other 
ways, such as mailing the LSI Lesson Book to all WELS/ELS congre-
gations,  mailing print LSI Journals to high school and college teachers, 
offering free sets of past print journals, and initiating a large apologetic 
video project.  Each of these initiatives introduced LSI to people who were 
unaware of the resources LSI offers.  

	 Plans are to continue with new and expanded programs while also 
participating in conferences and conventions when those events restart.  
That goal will increase the LSI budget and require additional financial 
supporters.  

	 Please consider a gift to LSI in 2021 so that our pastors, teachers, 
students, and laity continue to receive the apologetic materials for which 
they are looking.   Consider a gift of $25, $125, $250, $500, or more.  

www.LutheranScience.org/donate
or mail your check to Lutheran Science Institute,
13390 W. Edgewood Ave., New Berlin WI 53151
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Operating Fund
Jan 1, 2020 $3,222.65
     Gifts $8,283.42
     Dues $977.00
     Print LSI Journal subscriptions $355.80
     Other income $1.02
INCOME $9,617.24
     Expenses -$10,864.84
     Transfer to LSI Trust Fund -$779.00
     Outstanding Liabilities -$14.83
EXPENSES -$11,658.67
Dec 31, 2020 $1,181.22

Special Projects Fund
Jan 1, 2020 $0.00
     Gifts $5,500.00
INCOME $5,500.00
     Video partnership down payment -$2,000.00
     Outstanding: video final payment -$2,500.00
EXPENSES -$4,500.00
Dec 31, 2020 $1,000.00

Trust Fund
Jan 1, 2020 $8,440.31
     Transfer from LSI Operating Fund $779.00
     Interest $216.13
Dec 31, 2020 $9,435.44

Net Assets on Dec 31, 2020
US Bank (Operating and Special Projects) $4,696.05
US Bank (Trust) $2,308.29
LACE: 6 notes at 3.0% and 3.5% (Trust) $7,127.15
PayPal $0.00
Less outstanding liabilities -$2,514.83

$11,616.66
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