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Learn About the Loaves
Mark Bergemann

Then he climbed up into the boat with them, and
the wind stopped. They were completely amazed,
because they had not understood about the loaves.
Instead, their hearts were hardened (Mark 6:51-52).
The twelve disciples were alone in a boat on the Sea of Galilee, fighting a violent storm. They had been rowing against the wind
for three or four miles 1 in the darkness of night. Jesus came to the
boat, walking on water. The parallel account in Matthew 14:3233 reveals that when Jesus “got into the boat, the wind stopped.
Those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘ Truly you
are the Son of God!’”
The disciples praised Jesus and confessed Him as God, so
why are the disciples criticized in our text (Mark 6:52)? Why was
it wrong for the disciples to be amazed that Jesus calmed the storm?
In what way were their hearts hardened? The answer is that the
disciples “had not understood about the loaves.”
By this time the disciples had already seen Jesus perform
many miracles. For instance, Jesus had previously calmed a storm
on the same sea (Mark 4:35–41), driven many demons out of a man
and into a heard of pigs (Mark 5:1–20), and raised the daughter of
Jairus from the dead (Mark 5:21–43).
Just hours before the storm in our text, Jesus had fed 5,000
men and their families with five loaves of bread and two fish, leaving twelve baskets full of leftovers! The disciples knew that Jesus
was God—and that He could calm any storm—that lesson of the
loaves they understood.

1 John 6:18–19.
Learn About the Loaves
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What lesson of the loaves were the disciples lacking? What
the disciples did not yet understand, and what we too so often forget, is that Jesus not only has the power to help us in our need, Jesus
wants to and will help us in our need. The lesson of the loaves is
that we should expect Jesus to help us in every need. With this in
mind, we should never be afraid! Jesus knows our needs and will
use His unlimited power and wisdom to meet our every need.
It is so very easy for us to think, “Jesus helped me before,
but this time is different. This time Jesus may not help.” In that
way our hearts can be hardened too. We can forget the promises of
Jesus, promises to help in every time of need. We should always
remember that Jesus promises, “Surely I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20). Jesus tells us, “Do not be afraid, little flock, because
your Father is pleased to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).
Finally, Jesus asks, “Which of you can add a single moment
to his lifespan by worr ying? ...So do not worr y, saying, ‘What will
we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For the
unbelievers chase after all these things. Certainly your heavenly
Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well. So do not worr y about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its
own” (Matthew 6:27, 31–34).

This I believe, yea, rather,
Of this I make my boast,
That God is my dear Father,
The friend who loves me most,
And that, what e’er betide me,
My Savior is at hand
Through stormy seas to guide me
And bring me safe to land.
[Christian Worship: Hymnal #819]
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What Should I Teach About

Dinosaurs?
Mark Bergemann

Students of all ages should be taught about dinosaurs—preschool
through Grade 12—even adults. Most of us are fascinated with these
amazing creatures. This article provides some ideas about what to teach
at various age levels. Some of what is discussed is basic material for all
ages. There is also more complex material for older students. The suggested grade levels summarized at the end of this article can be modified
for your particular situation.

God’s Creatures
Biology professor Dr. Paul Boehlke wrote about dinosaurs in The
Lutheran Educator,1 “These huge land animals declare the glory of God.
…God made them and they were good.”2 God made land animals on Day
6 of Creation Week.3 Since dinosaurs are land animals, God made dinosaurs on Day 6. We also know that dinosaurs were “very good,” because
God declared everything He made to be “very good.”4 Dinosaurs declare
the glory of God because everything God created shows His glory, wisdom, and power.5 These are important concepts to teach students of all
ages.

1 The Lutheran Educator masthead states that it is, “The education journal of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod edited by the faculty of Dr. Martin Luther
College.” The Lutheran Educator, 31 no. 3 (February 1991).
2 Paul R. Boehlke, DINOSAURS, GOD’S CREATURES, The Lutheran Educator, 31 no. 3 and 4 (February and May 1991). Republished by LSI as, Paul
R. Boehlke, “Dinosaurs, God’s Creatures,” LSI Journal, 32 no. 4 (fall 2018): 6,
www.LutheranScience.org/2018fall.
3 Genesis 1:24-25.
4 Genesis 1:31.
5 Romans 1:20, In fact, his invisible characteristics―his eternal power and divine nature―have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, because
they are understood from the things he made.
What Should I Teach About Dinosaurs?
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Millions of Years?
We know with total certainty that the world and everything in it is
only thousands of years old, because God reveals that to us in the Bible.
This too should be emphasized to students of all ages. Sadly, most of what
we hear about dinosaurs includes the false claim that dinosaurs lived millions of years ago.
Students in grade 5 and above should learn and discuss a term that
evolutionists commonly use: “deep time” (meaning millions and billions
of years). Evolutionists require “deep time” to make the evolution story
more reasonable in their eyes.

Common Descent
Birds are often called, “living dinosaurs.”6, 7 Even preschool picture books teach that birds are dinosaurs.8 Students of all ages should
learn that birds did NOT descend from dinosaurs—and people did not descend from ape-like creatures. They should learn that the evolution story
claims people, carrots, worms, and bacteria are “cousins.” Evolutionists
envision this to be true, because evolutionists assume that all life on Earth
descended from an imagined first living thing—a bacteria-like creature.
The National Academy of Sciences [thousands of eminent scientists who
advise the US president] writes,
The millions of different species of plants, animals, and microorganisms that live on earth today are related by descent from common ancestors—like distant cousins. …Though humans, fish, and
6 “Parrots, eagles, penguins, chickens … they’re all dinosaurs. Birds are actually
specialised coelurosaur theropods. Clearly, not all dinosaurs became extinct.”
Quoted from: “The living dinosaurs,” Australian Museum, Feb 12, 2020. https://
australian.museum/learn/dinosaurs/the-living-dinosaurs/ (accessed 07-27-22).
7 “Today, all non-avian dinosaurs are long extinct. But are birds still considered
to be true dinosaurs? In a word: Yes. ‘Birds are living dinosaurs, just as we
are mammals,’ said Julia Clarke, a paleontologist studying the evolution of flight
and a professor with the Department of Geological Sciences at the University
of Texas at Austin.” Quoted from: Mindy Weisberger, “Are Birds Dinosaurs?”
LiveScience, Jan 20, 2020 https://www.livescience.com/are-birds-dinosaurs.html
(accessed 07-27-22).
8 Eric Rohmann, Time Flies, Crown Books, 1994, Dragonfly Books, 1997, Knopf
Books for Young Readers, 2013, https://www.ericrohmann.com/pages/books/bk_
timeflies.html (accessed 07-27-22).
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bacteria would seem to be so different as to defy comparison, they
all share some of the characteristics of their common ancestors.9

Dinosaurs in the Bible
God spends 44 Bible verses (Job 40:15 – 41:34) giving detailed
descriptions of two enormous creatures that were living during the life of
Job.10,11 No creatures living today match those details. When we take into
account the biblical descriptions of Behemoth and Leviathan, including
their interactions with people and their physical features, habitat, and diet,
it is clear that dinosaurs much more closely match Behemoth and Leviathan than any animal alive today. Behemoth may be one of the many sauropod dinosaurs. One of several choices for Leviathan is the 40-foot-long
“super croc,” Sarcosuchus imperator. A very good discussion of this is the
article, “Behemoth and leviathan in the book of Job.”12
Dr. Boehlke proposes that Job 40-41 describes extinct creatures
such as dinosaurs, and why creatures living today—such as the hippopotamus and crocodile—are not what God is describing.13 For a detailed
discussion of Behemoth, see the article, “Scholars and the Mystery of Behemoth.”14 For Leviathan, see “Drawing Out the Biblical Leviathan.”15
Students in grade 7 and above may wish to compare the biblical
descriptions of these creatures to both living and extinct creatures.
9 National Academy of Sciences, Teaching About Evolution and the Nature of
Science, (Washington: The National Academies Press, 1998), 2. Free pdf at http://
nap.edu/5787 (accessed 07-27-22).
10 In Job 40:15,19, God tells Job: “Take a look at Behemoth, which I made just
as I made you. …He stands at the head of God’s creatures, but his Maker draws
near with his sword.”
11 Leviathan is presented in Job 41 as a real creature of which Job was aware. It
is also mentioned as a real creature in Psalms 104:26, “There the ships go back
and forth, and the leviathan that you formed to play in it.”
12 Mart-Jan Paul, “Behemoth and leviathan in the book of Job,” Creation Ministries International, https://creation.com/behemoth-and-leviathan, (accessed 0727-22)
13 Boehlke, LSI Journal, 6–7.
14 Simon Turpin, “Scholars and the Mystery of Behemoth,” Answers in Genesis,
March 17, 2020, https://answersingenesis.org/dinosaurs/scholars-mystery-of-behemoth/ (accessed 07-27-22).
15 Simon Turpin, “Drawing Out the Biblical Leviathan,” Answers in Genesis,
August 8, 2020, https://answersingenesis.org/dinosaurs/drawing-out-biblical-leviathan/ (accessed 07-27-22).
What Should I Teach About Dinosaurs?
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Dinosaurs on Noah’s Ark
Dinosaurs were land animals, so if they were living when Noah
boarded the ark, then dinosaurs were on the ark. Students of all ages
should learn this.
Most creationists believe that dinosaurs were on the ark. NPH
author John Braun proposes that young dinosaurs of even the largest kind
would have had plenty of room on the ark.16 Even the largest dinosaurs
were very small when young. We know that, because we have found their
fossilized dinosaur eggs. The purpose of having animals on the ark was
that those animals would later repopulate the post-Flood world. It seems
reasonable that young animals were on the ark, not those nearing the end
of their reproductive years.
Students in grade 5 and above may wish to discuss the gathering
of and caring for the ark animals. Noah did not have to gather the animals;
God had the animals go to and enter the ark.17 This miracle is discussed
on pages 24–25 in the fall 2020 LSI Journal at www.LutheranScience.org/
2020fall. Caring for the animals on the ark is discussed on pages 25–27
of that article, which proposes that God may have placed the animals into
torpor or hibernation for that year on the ark. Non-miraculous possibilities
are also discussed.

Dinosaur Fossils
No dinosaurs are living in today’s world. Most children know
that, but we should make certain they do.
Students in grade 3 and above should also learn about dinosaur
fossils. Fossils are, “The geological remains, impressions, or traces of
organisms that existed in the past.”18 Dinosaur fossils include bones, teeth,
claws, and impressions left in sedimentary rock of bones, eggs, nests, and
footprints.
16 John A. Braun, Noah—Obedient Builder, God’s People Series, (Milwaukee,
Northwestern Publishing House, 2004), 27–28.
17 Genesis 7:15-16, Pairs of all the animals that have the breath of life in them
went to Noah in the ark. A male and female of each animal that breathes went
in, just as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut Noah in.
18 Monroe W. Strickberger, Evolution, 2nd ed. (London: Jones and Bartlett Publishers, 1996), 599.
10
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Everything that we know about dinosaurs is based on the scientific
conclusions (the educated guesses) of scientists who study fossils (paleontologists). Dinosaur fossils are found all over the earth. A great place to
see dinosaur fossils—as they lay in the ground—is at Dinosaur National
Monument in Colorado and Utah, a U.S. National Park.19 Quarry Exhibit
Hall lets you see about 1,500 dinosaur bones (including bones of “Allosaurus, Apatosaurus, Camarasaurus, Diplodocus, and Stegosaurus”) exposed—but still in—the rock wall.20

Assembling a Skeleton
Students in grade 5 and above should learn that some characteristics of dinosaurs are rather obvious from studying their fossils, such as
the fact that some dinosaurs were small and others were enormous. Other
attributes take a little effort to determine, such as if a particular dinosaur
walked on two legs or four legs. That is more difficult to determine, because
the dinosaur bones must be correctly assembled into a dinosaur skeleton.
Some were assembled incorrectly, and it was not noticed for many years.
Finally, some features of dinosaurs have little or even no fossil
evidence (meaning little or no evidence at all). For example, what colors
were dinosaurs? Did they have scales or feathers? Were they warm-blooded or cold-blooded? Could they move quickly or only slowly? Sometimes
scientists simply make a guess to answer questions such as these, hoping
to find some supporting evidence in the future.
You may wish to have older students (grades 5+) study the process
scientists use in determining how to put a dinosaur skeleton together. Scientists called “paleontologists” dig up dinosaur bones and assemble them
into skeletons for museum displays. This is a difficult process, as it is very
hard to tell how to assemble the bones, and even which bones are from one
creature and which are from another. It is rare to have all the bones of a
single dinosaur. Usually paleontologists only find some of the bones, so
they try to guess which bones are missing, and what those missing bones
might have looked like.
19 “Discover Dinosaur,” Dinosaur National Monument, https://www.nps.gov/
dino/index.htm (accessed 07-27-22).
20 “Quarry Exhibit Hall,” Dinosaur National Monument, https://www.nps.gov/
dino/planyourvisit/quarry-exhibit-hall.htm (accessed 07-27-22).
What Should I Teach About Dinosaurs?
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New Family Trees for Dinosaurs
The evolution story imagines that every plant, animal, and person
descended from an imagined first living thing (a bacteria-like creature).
Evolutionists try to place everything that has ever lived—including humans—into a single evolutionary family tree. There are many ways to
draw such a tree, and each is based on unprovable assumptions. Students
in grade 3 and above should learn about this.
For example: Evolutionary experts disagree with each other in
where to place various types of dinosaurs in a common-descent family
tree. Since 2017 there have been three very different—but seen as equally
valid—ways to place dinosaurs into the tree. The American Geosciences Institute magazine reports that this division between experts on dinosaurs, “has revealed that something we thought was a certainty is actually
a mystery. And so that mystery has to be solved.”21 More about this is
on pages 22–24 in the spring 2018 LSI Journal (www.LutheranScience.
org/2018spring).
A second example: Evolutionists disagree on how to place humans into evolution’s tree of life. An article published by the American
Geosciences Institute states, “The hominin [human] family tree is frequently revised, but researchers disagree about where many fossils should
be placed on the tree.”22 More about this is on pages 25–27 in the spring
2018 LSI Journal (www.LutheranScience.org/2018spring).

Cladograms
Older students (grade 5 and above) may like to learn about the
now popular family-tree-like diagram called a “cladogram,” which evolutionists use to show an imagined most recent common ancestor of any
two—living or extinct—life forms. These cladograms are used to classify
21 Lucas Joel, “Redefining Dinosaurs: Paleontologists are Shaking the Dinosaur
Family Tree to its Roots,” Earth ―The Science Behind the Headlines, vol. 64
no. 2 (February 2019). American Geosciences Institute, https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/redefining-dinosaurs-paleontologists-are-shaking-dinosaur-family-tree-its-roots (accessed 07-27-22).
22 Mary Caperton Morton, Redefining Homo: Does our family tree need more
branches?, Earth ―The Science Behind the Headlines, vol. 16 no. 9 (September
2016). American Geosciences Institute, https://www.earthmagazine.org/article/
redefining-homo-does-our-family-tree-need-more-branches (accessed 07-27-22).
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plants and animals by the similarity of their features (similarity in physical
features and DNA). Such categorization can glorify God and help in our
study of God’s creation. For an activity where students learn how cladograms are constructed, see the links at the end of this article.
Sadly, evolutionists use cladograms as evidence to back up their
claim that a bacteria-like creature is the ancestor of all plants, animals,
and people. That claim of common descent is false, since we know from
Scripture that plants, animals, and people did not originate that way. Just
because we can draw a diagram showing similarities between creatures
does not mean God used evolution and common descent to create. God
reveals in Scripture the true history of how He created.

Extinction
Dinosaurs are extinct. Students in grade 5 and above may be
interested in learning that many other creatures have also gone extinct,
such as the passenger pigeon (1914),23 Tasmanian tiger (1936), and the
dodo bird (1680).24 Some animals may go extinct soon, such as the Amur
leopard.25 Many public zoos show the potential of extinction for each animal on display. The Milwaukee County Zoo has a gauge printed on the
animal exhibit signs, with an indicator pointing to one of the following,
“Stable (doing OK) — Vulnerable (heading for trouble) — Endangered
(deep trouble) — Critical (almost gone) — Extinct (gone).” Extinction of
animals is a common public topic in today’s world.
Extinction is sad, and it’s final. All of creation is suffering under
the curse that God imposed on it as a result of Adam’s sin.26
For grade 7 and above, dinosaur extinction might be a good way
to introduce a discussion of how sin has affected nature. How has disease
23 Barry Yeoman, Audubon, May-June 2014, https://www.audubon.org/magazine/may-june-2014/why-passenger-pigeon-went-extinct (accessed 07-27-22).
24 “Extinct Animals,” National Geographic Kids, https://www.natgeokids.com/
uk/discover/animals/general-animals/extinct-animals/ (accessed April 25,2022).
25 Amur Leopard Facts,” World Wildlife Fund, https://www.worldwildlife.org/
species/amur-leopard (accessed 07-27-22).
26 Romans 8:20-21, For creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will,
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in the hope that even creation itself
will be set free from slavery to corruption, in order to share in the glorious
freedom of the children of God.
What Should I Teach About Dinosaurs?
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affected plants and animals? How have thorns, thistles, and disease made
growing flowers and food crops more difficult? Are we good stewards of
nature, as God intended us to be? On the Last Day, the curse on nature
will be removed.27 There will be no more pain, suffering, death, or extinction—for us and also for the animals.28, 29

Dinosaurs Grab Our Attention
Children—young and old—are fascinated by dinosaurs. Publishers of children’s books realize that kids love dinosaurs, so they publish
many dinosaur themed books. Dinosaurs are popular with preschoolers
and even with high school seniors. As teachers, we can embrace dinosaurs
and use them as a teaching tool.
We could all improve our skills in using Christian discernment—
to both recognize and respond to evolutionary teachings that go against
Scripture, such as millions of years and common descent. Even preschoolers can be taught to look (and listen) for false evolutionary claims
in books. These young ones can practice using Christian discernment.

Dinosaurs as a Teaching Tool
We just saw how dinosaurs might be used as a teaching tool to
discuss how sin and the curse have affected nature. We also saw that dinosaurs would be a great way to start a discussion of common descent, since
dinosaurs are claimed to be the ancestors of the birds living today. An27 Revelation 22:3, There will no longer be any curse.
28 Romans 8:18-21, For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are
not worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. In fact,
creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed. For
creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in the hope that even creation itself will be set free from
slavery to corruption, in order to share in the glorious freedom of the children
of God.
29 Isaiah 11:6-9, The wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down
with the young goat, the calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf together,
and a little child will lead them. The cow and the bear will graze together, and
their young ones will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the cattle.
The nursing child will play near a cobra’s hole, and the weaned child will put
his hand into a viper’s den. They will not hurt or destroy anywhere on my holy
mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters
cover the sea.
14
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other suggestion is from Dr. Boehlke, who recommends using dinosaurs
to teach how science works.30 Dinosaurs also make a great introduction
to discussing fossils, the geologic column, cladograms, extinction, Noah’s
ark, and the Flood.

Did Dinosaurs Move Slowly or Quickly?
Whether dinosaurs moved slowly or quickly is a great topic to discuss with students in grade 7 and above. When I was a child in the 1960s,
dinosaurs were depicted as slow, lumbering creatures with drab-colored
scales like lizards. Not anymore! Now dinosaurs are thought to have
been fast-moving and very colorful. Some dinosaurs are even portrayed
as having feathers. Dr. Boehlke notes the change, and how it depicts the
changing nature of science,
Within our generation dinosaur science has undergone a major
revolution of that sort. What were once thought to be cold-blood,
slow moving lizards are now viewed as warm-blooded bird-like
creatures complete with social behaviors. Note well, that this very
accessible example of changing science is an excellent example
that could be used in our schools to demonstrate the nature of
science.31
The U.S. Geological Survey (part of the U.S. government) explains that scientists are split on whether dinosaurs were warm-blooded
or cold-blooded, and how there is little evidence on which to base one’s
choice,
Were dinosaurs warm-blooded or cold-blooded? Scientists have
conflicting opinions on this subject. Some paleontologists think
30 Boehlke, “Dinosaurs, God’s Creatures,” 6-18. Boehlke writes on pages 12,
16, and 17, “Science changes; new ideas replace the old. Science does not generate truth, but rather, useful explanations. Our students need to know about how
science works. Dinosaur science is typical science which shows how mankind
creates explanations and picks and organizes facts to fit the current scheme. …
Dinosaurs are valid subject matter for the Christian school curriculum. Children
should certainly study dinosaurs. It should not be difficult for them to see how
scientists are arriving at their conclusions. They use selected facts, use information that we accept about existing animals to compare and build a reasonable
story.”
31 Paul R. Boehlke, “Dinosaur Retrospect,” LSI Journal, 32 no. 4 (fall 2018): 21.
www.LutheranScience.org/2018fall.
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that all dinosaurs were ‘warm-blooded’ in the same sense that
modern birds and mammals are: that is, they had rapid metabolic
rates. Other scientists think it unlikely that any dinosaur could
have had a rapid metabolic rate. Some scientists think that very
big dinosaurs could have had warm bodies because of their large
body size, just as some sea turtles do today. It may be that some
dinosaurs were warm-blooded. The problem is that it is hard to
find evidence that unquestionably shows what dinosaur metabolisms were like.32

Did Some Dinosaurs Have Feathers?
This is another great topic that you may wish to discuss with students in grade 7 and above. Did some dinosaurs have feathers? Scientists
who study fossils are finding evidence which they see as convincing: that
some dinosaurs had something like partial feathers—and some possibly
had complete flying feathers! Most scientists who believe in creation see
the evidence for dinosaur feathers as unconvincing. For a discussion of
whether or not some dinosaurs had feathers, see the article, “Dinosaurs:
Feathers or Scales?” in the spring 2016 LSI Journal at www.LutheranScience.org/2016spring. That article asks,
Did some dinosaurs have feathers? A “yes” or a “no” is completely compatible with the biblical creation account. It is evolutionists who are biased toward feathered dinosaurs, which they think
may make their story more appealing.33

Explaining Dinosaur Fossils
Christians have put forth three explanations for dinosaur fossils;
1) God created these fossils and placed them in the ground;
2) Dinosaurs went extinct before the Flood, and their fossils were
deposited naturally over the years before the Flood; and
3) Dinosaurs were on Noah’s ark, but those that were not on the ark
left fossils along with all the other creatures killed by the Flood.
32 “Were dinosaurs warm-blooded or cold-blooded?” FAQ, U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Department of the Interior, July 7, 2017 https://www.usgs.gov/faqs/
were-dinosaurs-warm-blooded-or-cold-blooded (accessed 07-27-22).
33 Mark Bergemann, “Dinosaurs: Feathers or Scales?” LSI Journal 30 no. 2
(spring 2016): 30. www.LutheranScience.org/2016spring.
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1) Created Fossils
Some creationists think that God placed fossils in the ground
during creation week to give the earth appearance of a history that did
not take place. They think that dinosaurs were never real living creatures.
Some creationists resort to that apologetic, because they think that the
scientific evidence for “millions of years” and “common descent” is so
strong, that this is their only biblical option. In a 2015 survey of nearly
1,000 WELS called workers, 1 in 6 teachers, and 1 in 14 pastors, expressed
support for this created fossil apologetic.34
There are significant biblical reasons (and logical reasons too) to
reject the idea that God created fossils and placed them in the ground,
some of which are: Before sin, the world God created had no death, yet
fossils are the remains of dead creatures. Before sin, the world had no suffering, yet fossils show signs of cancer. Before sin, animals ate plants, but
fossils show tooth marks of animals killing and eating each other. Thorns
are also part of the curse resulting from Adam’s sin, yet there are fossil
thorns. Would God include symbols of death and suffering in the world
He declared to be “very good” (symbols of the cursed world that would
later result from Adam’s sin)?
Students in grade 7 and above should at least learn these basics
of the “created fossil” apologetic. A more thorough study is optional and
could include the points examined in the article, “Did Dinosaurs Roam the
Earth?”35
If you think that God may have created fossils—because you see
the evidence for evolution compelling—please examine the evidence for
millions of years by watching the LSI video series, Evolution—A Christian Response,36 working through the related LSI Bible Study,37 and reading some of the LSI Journal articles referenced by that Bible study. You
may come to see that the scientific evidence for millions of years is actually very weak.
34 Mark Bergemann, “Creation Apologetics Used in the WELS,” page 4 of
transcript at www.LutheranScience.org/WELSapologetics
35 Mark Bergemann, “Did Dinosaurs Roam the Earth?” LSI Journal 34 no. 1
(spring 2020): 24–35. www.LutheranScience.org/2020winter.
36 www.LutheranScience.org/LBvideos.
37 www.LutheranScience.org/LeaderGuide.
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The evidence for evolution is built on many unprovable assumptions, including the assumptions that there is no creator god, that there was
no Noachian Flood, and that the world is billions of years old. If just one
of these assumptions is false, then the evolution story falls apart. We know
for certain—from Scripture—that all three of these assumptions are false.
The evolution story truly is a house of cards.

2) Extinct Before the Flood
Students in grade 7 and above may wish to study the possibility
of dinosaur extinction before the Flood. Some Creationists propose that
dinosaurs went extinct before the Flood, and that dinosaur fossils were deposited naturally over the years before the Flood. This is highly unlikely
for several reasons.
First, if fossil-containing sedimentary rock layers were being deposited naturally during local floods (before Noah’s Flood), then why are
the fossils sorted, with only certain plants and animals in each of the 12
distinct layers of the geologic column? Why are dinosaurs only in layers
eight through ten, but not in the bottom seven layers? What are the logical
arguments to explain such fossil sorting, if the bottom ten (or more) layers
were deposited naturally before the Flood? Creationists who propose that
dinosaurs went extinct before the Flood simply make that claim without
(in my experience) providing any explanation of how the fossils were naturally sorted.
Second, the thought that dinosaurs went extinct before the Flood
shares a logical problem with “created fossils.” Noah’s Flood would have
destroyed existing fossil-containing sedimentary rock layers, and laid
down new fossil-containing rock layers in their place. Some creationists
claim the Flood was naturally tranquil, so it did not disturb the existing
fossils. This goes against the violent Flood described in Scripture, and it
goes against how a planet-wide flood would behave based on the laws of
physics. These creationists are left with the thought that God must have
miraculously preserved the existing fossils during the Flood.
Finally, those who claim dinosaurs went extinct before the Flood
must grapple with related problems: Were the continents and mountain
ranges similar before and after the Flood? If so, then these creationists
end up closer and closer to making “created fossil” claims.
18
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3) Noah’s Flood Produced Fossils
Most creationists attribute the majority of fossils—and most of the
geologic column—to the Flood. They generally see the Flood as a more
biblical, and more logical, explanation for dinosaur fossils than “created
fossils” or “extinction before the Flood.” Students in grade 7 and above
should learn this.
These creationists see the geologic column—with its fossil-bearing sedimentary rock layers—as evidence of created kinds of plants and
creatures killed in the Noachian Flood and deposited over a short time of
about five months. The oldest and bottom layer of the geologic column,
the Cambrian, is thought to have been deposited near the start of the Flood.
The most recent and top layer, the Quaternary, is thought to have been
deposited near the end of the Flood and after the Flood. Fossils in the
geologic column are thought to be the remains of creatures who lived in
different places at the same time.38
The various fossil-containing rock layers of the geologic column
seem to reflect the places on earth (and the elevation) where these plants
and creatures lived before they were buried by the Flood, the sequence in
which they were buried during and after the Flood, their ability to temporarily escape the Flood, and hydrodynamic sorting factors of the Flood
waters.
It would be hazardous for people to live near dinosaurs, so you
would not expect to find people buried with dinosaurs, because the two
lived in separate places. Land animals did not live on the bottom of the sea,
so you would not expect to find land animals buried with sea floor-dwelling trilobites.
It took up to five months39 for the flood waters to completely cover
the entire earth. During those months, plants and creatures were not all
buried at the same time. Creatures living on the sea bottom were probably
buried first, forming the Cambrian, the lowest geologic column system.
38 This paragraph and several following ones are taken (some modified) from my
article “Geologic Column” in the winter 2018 LSI Journal, pages 27–28 at www.
LutheranScience.org/2018winter.
39 Genesis 7:11-24 (especially verses 17-20). Verse 24, “The waters overwhelmed the earth for one hundred fifty days.”
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Creatures which lived in the lower and lower-middle depths of the sea
were probably buried next, resulting in the Ordovician. Creatures living
in the upper-middle depths of the sea, near the sea surface, or on land near
the sea shore, may have been buried next, resulting in the Silurian and
Devonian. Other rock layers reflect various places creatures lived, such as
plains, forests, valleys, and mountains. We know that sequential rock layers can be deposited in only months. The 1980 eruption of Mt. St. Helens
showed thick rock layers can be deposited, and then canyons up to 600 feet
deep cut through them, in months.
----------------------------------------

Classroom Activities (from creationists):
Mark out a full size 450-foot ark (4K to adult).
“Classroom Activity—Measuring the Ark,” pages 7–9 in the fall 2020 LSI
Journal at www.LutheranScience.org/2020fall.
Students assemble skeleton animals from paper bones (grades 4–8).
Pdf skeletons included. “Dinosaurs—Methods in Paleontology,” lesson
#58, pages 3.125–3.134 in the MLC book Discovering God’s Creation at
https://mlc-wels.edu/math-science/discovering-gods-creation/.
Students make a fossil, leading to several discussions (grades 1–6).
“Fabricating Fossils,” lesson #59, pages 3.135–3.136 in the MLC book
Discovering God’s Creation at https://mlc-wels.edu/math-science/discovering-gods-creation/.
Identify animals by their skeletons (grades 1–4).
Use pdf skeletons from lesson 58. “Dinosaurs—Recognizing Animals
by Their Skeletons,” lesson #60, page 3.137 in the MLC book Discovering God’s Creation at https://mlc-wels.edu/math-science/discovering-gods-creation/.
Students dig up chicken bones, assemble its skeleton (grades 4–8).
“Excavating Skeletal Remains: Chickensaurus,” lesson #61, pages 3.138–
3.139 in the MLC book Discovering God’s Creation at https://mlc-wels.
edu/math-science/discovering-gods-creation/.
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Classroom Activities (secular):
Make your own fossils (grade 3-5).
Free docx. Types of fossils explained. https://www.nps.gov/teachers/
classrooms/make-your-own-fossils-lesson.htm.
Cladistics (grades 5-8).
Free pdf. Learn how scientists guess if two different animals descended
from a common ancestor.
“Students will explore cladistics and create a cladogram of their own.”
https://www.amnh.org/learn-teach/curriculum-collections/dinosaurs-activities-and-lesson-plans/understanding-cladistics.
How big were dinosaurs? (5K-grade 4).
Free pdf. Compare your footprint to a large dino footprint.
https://www.amnh.org/learn-teach/curriculum-collections/dinosaurs-activities-and-lesson-plans/how-big-were-dinosaurs.
Sketch a dinosaur based on its skeleton (grade 3-8).
Free pdf skeletons. Students draw dinosaur over its skeleton and then
add shading and color. This is exactly what scientists do to guess what
dinosaurs looked like.
https://www.amnh.org/explore/ology/paleontology/drawing-dinos2.
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Curriculum Summary
by Grade Level

See pages 24–27 for a deeper study on these topics

Preschool – Adult
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

God created dinosaurs on Day 6 [page 7].
Dinosaurs were created to be “very good” [page 7].
Dinosaurs display God’s glory, wisdom, and power [page 7].
We can be certain that the world is only thousands of years
old, because the Bible says so [page 8].
Some falsely claim that dinos lived millions of years ago [page 8].
There are no dinosaurs alive today [pages 10, 13].
Birds did not descend from dinosaurs [pages 8, 16].
Dinosaurs were on Noah’s ark [page 10].

Grade 3 – Adult

The above points plus:
• People, carrots, and worms are not “cousins” [page 8].
• Dinosaur fossils are found all over the world [pages 10–11].
• Evolutionists imagine new family trees for dinosaurs [page 12].

Grade 5 – Adult

The above points plus:
• Evolutionists require “deep time” to make the evolution story
more reasonable in their eyes [page 8].
• Noah’s ark: Gathering and caring for the animals [page 10].
• Assembling dino skeletons involves guesswork [pages 11, 20–21].
• Cladograms can give glory to God [pages 12–13].
• Animals have gone, and are going, extinct [pages 13–14].
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Grade 7 – Adult

The above points plus:
• All animals suffer under the curse [pages 13–14].
• Science changes; God’s Word doesn’t [footnote 30 on page 15].
• Science produces useful explanations, not truth [footnote 30].
• The geologic column has rock layers with fossils [pages 19–20].
• Scientists debate if dinos moved slowly or quickly [pages 15–16].
• Feathered dinos are compatible with biblical creation [page 16].
• Noah’s Flood produced fossils [pages 19–20].
• God describes dinosaurs in Job 40-41 [page 9].
• The “created fossil” apologetic has biblical problems [pages 17–18].
• It is unlikely that dinos were extinct before the Flood [page 18].

Please Support this Ministry

Your membership is greatly appreciated.

Join LSI

Associate membership is free.
Voting membership has dues.
www.LutheranScience.org/join

What Should I Teach About Dinosaurs?

23

Deeper Study
Resources to Learn More

Dinosaurs

“Dinosaurs, God Creatures,” pages 6–18 (LSI Journal, fall 2018) www.
LutheranScience.org/2018fall.

“Dinosaur Retrospect,” pages 19–25 (LSI Journal, fall 2018) www.
LutheranScience.org/2018fall.
“In the Classroom,” (5K) pages 6–10 (LSI Journal, spring 2019) www.
LutheranScience.org/2019spring.
“Dinosaurs—Feathers or Scales?” pages 27–31 (LSI Journal, spring
2016) www.LutheranScience.org/2016spring.

Noah’s Flood
Primary Resource

“Miracles in the Flood,” pages 21–29 (LSI Journal, fall 2020) www.
LutheranScience.org/2020fall.

Other Resources

“Classroom Activity—Measuring the Ark,” pages 7–9 (LSI Journal,
fall 2020) www.LutheranScience.org/2020fall.

“Noah—Preacher of Righteousness,” pages 4–6 (LSI Journal, fall
2020) at www.LutheranScience.org/2020fall.

“Beyond Genesis—The Flood is Taught Throughout Scripture,”
pages 10–11 (LSI Journal, fall 2020) www.LutheranScience.org/2020fall.
“Was the Flood Worldwide?” pages 12–20 (LSI Journal, fall 2020)
www.LutheranScience.org/2020fall.

“Geologic Column,” especially pages 27–28 (LSI Journal, winter
2018) www.LutheranScience.org/2018winter.
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Fossils and the Geologic Column

Video: Part 10—Fossils www.LutheranScience.org/LBvideos.

Bible Study, pages 38–41 at www.LutheranScience.org/LeaderGuide.

LSI Lesson Book, pages 31–37 www.LutheranScience.org/LessonBook.

Primary Resource

“Geologic Column,” pages 20–31 (LSI Journal, winter 2018) www.
LutheranScience.org/2018winter.

Other Resources

“Fossils in the Geologic Column,” pages 17–32 (LSI Journal, spring
2018) www.LutheranScience.org/2018spring.

“Has Common Descent Become Unfalsifiable?” [Punctuated
Equilibrium] pages 23–30 (LSI Journal, summer 2022) www.LutheranScience.org/2022summer.

Millions of Years

“Starlight Travel Time,” Q&A, pages 22–23 (LSI Journal, spring 2016)
www.LutheranScience.org/2016spring.

“Bacteria Not ‘Primitive,’” page 32 (LSI Journal, spring 2016) www.
LutheranScience.org/2016spring.
“How Old is That Cave?” pages 29–32 (LSI Journal, fall 2017) www.
LutheranScience.org/2017fall.

“Are There Gaps in the Biblical Genealogies?” Q&A, page 30 (LSI
Journal, winter 2016) www.LutheranScience.org/2016winter.
“Zoo Rhino Sign,” page 32 (LSI Journal, winter 2016) www.LutheranScience.org/2016winter.

Created Fossils

“Did Dinosaurs Roam the Earth?” pages 24–35 (LSI Journal, winter
2020) www.LutheranScience.org/2020winter.
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How Science Works

Video: Part 5—The Nature of Science www.LutheranScience.org/
LBvideos.

Video: Part 6—A Christian Response www.LutheranScience.org/LBvideos.
Bible Study, pages 15–24 at www.LutheranScience.org/LeaderGuide.

LSI Lesson Book, pages 12–20 www.LutheranScience.org/LessonBook.

Primary Resource

“What Is Science?” pages 5–35 (LSI Journal, winter 2021) www.LutheranScience.org/2021winter.

Other Resources

“Assumptions of Evolutionists,” pages 7–16 (LSI Journal, fall 2017)
www.LutheranScience.org/2017fall.

“The Nature of Science,” pages 26–30 (LSI Journal, fall 2018) www.
LutheranScience.org/2018fall.

Dating Methods

Video: Part 9—Dating Methods www.LutheranScience.org/LBvideos.

Bible Study, pages 33–37 at www.LutheranScience.org/LeaderGuide.
LSI Lesson Book, pages 26–30 www.LutheranScience.org/LessonBook.

Primary Resource

“Carbon Dating” and other dating methods, pages 8–24 (LSI Journal, summer 2019) www.LutheranScience.org/2019summer.

Other Resource

“Trapped Charge Dating,” pages 25–32 (LSI Journal, summer 2019)
www.LutheranScience.org/2019summer.
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Common Descent

Video: Part 7—Natural Selection www.LutheranScience.org/LBvideos.

Video: Part 8—Can a Fish Transform into a Human? www.LutheranScience.org/LBvideos.
Bible Study, pages 25–32 at www.LutheranScience.org/LeaderGuide.

LSI LessonBook, pages 21–25 www.LutheranScience.org/LessonBook.

Primary Resources

“Natural Selection,” pages 25–31 (LSI Journal, fall 2016) www.LutheranScience.org/2016fall.
“What Evidence Do Evolutionists Give for Common Descent?”
pages 5–22 (LSI Journal, summer 2022) www.LutheranScience.org/
2022summer.

Other Resources

“Evolutionists and Creationists Often Agree,” pages 17–32 (LSI
Journal, spring 2019) www.LutheranScience.org/2019spring.

“Evolution’s Tree of Life,” pages 28–29 in the (LSI Journal, winter
2016) www.LutheranScience.org/2016winter.

“So Much is Unknown,” page 32 (LSI Journal, summer 2016) www.
LutheranScience.org/2016summer.
“Zoo Rhino Sign,” page 32 (LSI Journal, winter 2016) www.LutheranScience.org/2016winter.

“Bacteria Not ‘Primitive,’” page 32 (LSI Journal, spring 2016) www.
LutheranScience.org/2016spring.

“Human or Ape, No In-Between,” pages 28–31 (LSI Journal, winter
2017) www.LutheranScience.org/2017winter.
“Glossary for the Creationist,” pages 6–8 (LSI Journal, spring 2018)
www.LutheranScience.org/2018spring.

“Teaching Discernment Using Evolution Videos,” pages 18–29
(LSI Journal, fall 2019) www.LutheranScience.org/2019fall.
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LSI Lesson Book
second edition

The LSI Lesson Book summarizes 263 pages of articles and
provides links to free pdfs for those who wish to read those
articles. The LSI video apologetics course and Bible study are
based on this 48-page LSI Lesson Book.
Free pdf copies are at www.LutheranScience.org/LessonBook
Print copies can be purchased at the special prices below, which

include shipping to the USA (ask for pricing to other locations). This
LSI Lesson Book is 8.5” x 5.5,” 48 pages, and has a soft cover. Prices
are subject to change without notice. Purchase with a credit/debit
card or with PayPal at www.LutheranScience.org/LessonBook or by
sending a check to Lutheran Science Institute, 13390 W. Edgewood
Ave, New Berlin, WI 53151.
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1...... $1.95
2...... $3.70
3...... $5.30
Four or more copies are $0.95 each
plus $2.99 shipping. Examples:
4...... $6.79
5...... $7.74
10...... $12.49
20...... $21.99
30...... $31.49
40...... $40.99
50...... $50.49
60...... $59.99
70...... $69.49
80...... $78.99
100...... $97.99

29 Book Set
every LSI Journal since 2016
plus LSI Lesson Book 2nd ed.
softcover, color, 5.5” x 8.5”
nearly 1,000 pages total

Half Price
Regular: $29.90

Sale: $14.95
plus $6.99 shipping
far below LSI’s cost

The LSI 10–video course greatly summarizes
articles from these books. The books provide
depth of detail to better understand the videos.

Order Today

www.LutheranScience.org/Set

or by writing to (include your address):
Lutheran Science Institute
13390 W. Edgewood Ave,
New Berlin, WI 53151
Pdf copies of these books are free at
www.LutheranScience.org/Journal
Sale price expires February 28, 2023 or when stock is depleted. Limited to two sets per address at sale price.
Shipping price is for USA addresses. Ask for a quote to
other countries. Offer subject to change without notice.
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Free Books
Softcover, color, 5.5” x 8.5”
32-48 pages each

Choose any 3 of these books:

• Evolution: A Lutheran Response (LSI Lesson Book –2nd edition).
• What is the Evidence for Common Descent? –summer 2022.
• Teaching Discernment —Using Evolution Videos –fall 2019.
• Evolutionists and Creationists Often Agree –spring 2019.
• Are You Suffering? and Theistic Evolution –spring 2021.
• Learn to Critique Evolution Textbooks –summer 2021.
• Danger: Polite Evolutionists from NSTA –spring 2020.
• Do You Know The Basics of Evolution? –spring 2022.
• Did Dinosaurs Roam the Earth? –winter 2020.
• Christian Doctrine in Genesis –winter 2022.
• Is There a Scientific Method? –winter 2021.
• Conversation with an Atheist –fall 2021.
• Logical Fallacies –summer 2020.

Request Yours Today

www.LutheranScience.org/FreeBooks
or by writing to (include your address):
Lutheran Science Institute
13390 W. Edgewood Ave
New Berlin, WI 53151

Pdf copies of these books are also free.
www.LutheranScience.org/Journal

30

Offer expires February 28, 2023. Only one request per address.
Limited to addresses in the USA. Offer subject to change without notice.

Free Books

Choose from 13 titles (see previous page).
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