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Life in a 
Post-Christian Society

Mark Bergemann

	 Just a few decades ago—in the 1990s—Christians in the US were 
seen in mostly positive ways.  You could actually advance your social 
standing in most areas of society by simply claiming to be a Christian.  It 
was desirable to be a Christian.  Now the opposite is true.  Christians are 
generally depicted, and thought of, as being bad people when compared to 
non-Christians.  Christianity used to be a leading voice in society, but now 
it has little if any voice.  

	 This issue of the LSI Journal has several articles that will provide 
a positive outlook on this situation.  We can trust that God is in control.  
God placed us here—in this post-Christian society—for our eternal good.  
Not only that, there are new opportunities for spreading the gospel be-
cause we are in a post-Christian culture.  

	 For some years now, Christians have been writing about our 
post-Christian society and how to live in it, although not always using the 
exact term “post-Christian.”  

	 WELS authors are no exception.  For example, recent articles in 
our seminary’s Wisconsin Lutheran Quarterly that discuss today’s culture 
have included, “Postmodernism and the Millennial Worldview” (2016), 
“Bringing Christ into The World of the Scream: Communicating the Gos-
pel to Products of a Post-Christian World” (2019), and “Christian Apolo-
getics in a Post-Christian Context” (2020).  Forward In Christ magazine 
had an exceptional article in August 2023, “Jesus’ Church Will Not Be 
Overcome: Why I Am Confident in the Future of Christianity.”  Each of 
these articles covers the topic from a different angle.  We will cover some 
of the same ground as these articles, while also breaking plenty of new 
ground.  
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Jesus Is Coming, So Don’t Be Afraid
	 In his very encouraging report to the 2023 WELS conven-
tion, President Mark Schroeder mentioned some of the attributes of our 
post-Christian culture and our response to it.  I highly recommend reading 
the entire 5-page report which discusses both challenges and opportunities 
for the WELS.  President Schroeder informed the convention delegates, 

By his grace, our synod has not given in to the pressure of an 
increasingly hostile culture to abandon biblical values. We have 
clearly stated our belief that God created human beings as distinct-
ly male and female and that these God-created genders cannot be 
abandoned or changed on the basis of personal choice.  We have 
maintained that God established marriage as a union between one 
man and one woman, and that his gift of sex is intended by him to 
be used only with the lifelong bond of marriage.  

We have clearly taught and confessed that human life begins at 
conception and that any effort to end that life before birth is sinful 
and is an act of rebellion against the One who alone creates and 
ends human life.  We have publicly stated our thanks and appreci-
ation for the freedom to worship, to preach, and to teach biblical 
truths, and that if the government or anyone else seeks to silence 
or restrict us in those activities, we will obey God rather than man.  

We have resisted the culture’s message of racial hatred and divi-
sion and have continued to be committed not only to sharing the 
gospel with people of every nation, tribe, and language, but also 
to emphasize that “there is not Jew or Greek, slave or free, male 
or female, for you are all one and the same in Christ Jesus” (Ga-
latians 3:28). 1

Another challenge we face—and it is really nothing new for the 
church militant—is the fierce opposition of a godless culture.  
What perhaps is new, at least in our experience, is that the attack 

1  Mark Schroeder, Report of the President,” report presented at the 67th Biennial 
Convention of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, pages 2-3 (pdf pages 
4-5), www.LutheranScience.org/WELS2023PresReport.   

http://www.LutheranScience.org/WELS2023PresReport
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on biblical values has become so open and widespread that these 
godless philosophies and lifestyles have become mainstream 
when they were previously held by a small minority. Now they 
are being accepted by an increasing segment of our society.  

These views and philosophies are not only defended, but those 
who hold these views increasingly demand their acceptance and 
support by all.  They portray Christians and churches that hold to 
biblical values as closed-minded, bigoted, and hateful.  And we 
Christians are not immune to the temptation to conform and sur-
render to the strong cultural currents swirling around us.2

We need to ask God to give us the courage at all times to speak the 
things that we have seen and heard, regardless of the consequenc-
es.  At the same time, as a synod we need to be very careful in our 
preaching and teaching not to venture into the realm of politics 
or give the impression that the mission of the church is to reform 
society through political means.  

We preach Christ crucified and risen.  We proclaim the truth of 
God’s Word.  We acknowledge the clear Lutheran distinction be-
tween the kingdom of God’s left hand (the secular and political 
world) and the kingdom of his right hand (the spiritual kingdom in 
which God rules by the working of the gospel).  We teach God’s 
people the truths of God’s Word, and we encourage them as indi-
vidual citizens to participate in the political realm as the salt and 
light that God intends them to be.3

Embracing the cross and anticipating the crown, we do well to 
remember again the message of the book of Revelation: Yes, the 
world we live in has been terribly damaged by sin.  Yes, Chris-
tians living in this sin-damaged world will experience the effects 
of sin in their own lives and in the culture around them.  Yes, 
Christians will be persecuted and suffer for their faith.  Yes, as 
long as this world stands, Satan will be attacking God’s people 

2  Schroeder, page 4 (pdf page 6). 
3  Schroeder, page 4 (pdf page 6).

Life in a Post-Christian Society
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and God’s church.  Yes, at times it will look to us like Satan and 
his forces are winning that war and that the church is losing it.  But 
then comes the beautiful truth and the message of incredible com-
fort: Yes, all of that may be true now, but don’t be afraid, don’t be 
discouraged, don’t despair, don’t give up.  Because Jesus is com-
ing.  And in the end, he wins.  And so do we.  Soli Deo Gloria!4

First-Century Christians
	 Many of us grew up in a culture where society generally approved 
of—or at least was neutral toward—Christians and Christian churches.  
There was some opposition to Christianity, particularly in public colleges 
and in Hollywood, but that was minimal compared to today.  In today’s 
post-Christian society, approval of Christians is hard to find, while oppo-
sition to Christianity is everywhere.   

	 First-century Christians lived in a non-Christian society where 
they faced regular opposition.  In many ways our modern post-Christian 
culture is quickly becoming similar to the pagan culture faced by first-cen-
tury Christians.  Romans and Greeks were open to adding Jesus to their 
collection of gods, but they strongly opposed Jesus as the one true God—
THE God of everyone.  It is the same today.  “If believing in Jesus works 
for you that’s OK, but don’t force that irrational view on us or even on 
your own children—that’s child abuse.”  

	 After listing opportunities that our culture provides for spreading 
the gospel, Professor Michael Berg concludes his August 2023 Forward 
in Christ article with the words, 

Maybe the time has come when Christianity in the United States 
will not be the default culture.  Maybe the church will be chal-
lenged.  So be it.  It might be a good thing.  I know it will be be-
cause “the gates of Hades” will not overcome Jesus’ church.  This 
is why I am confident [in the future of Christianity].5 

4  Schroeder, page 5 (pdf page 7).
5  Michael Berg, “Jesus’ Church Will Not Be Overcome: Why I Am Confident in 
the Future of Christianity,” Forward in Christ, August 2023, 13.  
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	 We can be completely confident that life in a post-Christian soci-
ety will be for our eternal good.  Our loving Heavenly Father will make 
that happen.  He is in full control.  How did the first-century Christians 
fare in a non-Christian world?  Did God take care of them as He promised?  
Yes, He did.  God always keeps His promises.  

	 Christians in Jerusalem faced severe persecution starting with the 
public stoning of Stephen.  In an attempt to destroy the Christian church, 
Christians were being imprisoned and many were put to death (Acts 22:4, 
26:10‒11).  In response, all the Jerusalem Christians (except the apos-
tles and those in prison or hiding) moved out of the city and relocated as 
far away as Samaria, Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch (Acts 7:54‒8:13, 
11:19‒26).  These relocated Christians told people about Jesus and many 
came to faith.  God used that persecution for good—to spread the Good 
News and bring people to faith.  

	 Now it was not easy for the Christians (probably numbering in 
the thousands) who were forced to move to the countryside and even to 
foreign countries.  It was even worse for those Christians (both men and 
women, Acts 22:4) who were imprisoned and even put to death.  When 
Satan and his forces martyr Christians, God even uses that wicked act for 
good.  Throughout history and to this very day, martyrdom often results 
in people coming to faith.  For the martyrs themselves, God has brought 
them home to heaven, just as God does when believers die from illness, 
car accident, or in any other way.  

	 Here in the United States, it is highly unlikely that you or I will be 
imprisoned or killed solely because we are Christians, but we will likely 
face new challenges going forward—including some forms of suffering—
because we are Christians.  God blesses us through suffering.  He uses and 
even sends suffering for our good (Hebrews 12:7-11).  For a thorough dis-
cussion, see the article, “Are You Suffering?” on pages 5‒18 in the spring 
2021 LSI Journal at www.LutheranScience.org/2021spring. 

http://www.LutheranScience.org/2021spring
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Living Under Persecution
	 The first century Christian church in Thessalonica was founded 
(Acts 17:1‒15, 1 Thessalonians 2:2) and grew under stiff persecution.  The 
Apostle Paul mentions this persecution many times in his two letters to 
this young congregation (1 Thessalonians and 2 Thessalonians).  Yet Paul 
writes to these persecuted Christians, and these words still apply to us 
today,     

Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.  In everything give 
thanks.  For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:16-18). 

	 We can rejoice and give thanks even when things are not going 
our way, even when we are suffering because we are Christians.  Paul 
reminds the Thessalonians “for you know well that we are all destined 
for” trials (Thessalonians 3:3).  Jesus said that all Christians will suffer 
opposition and persecution,  

Remember the saying I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than 
his master.’  If they persecuted me, they will persecute you too 
(John 15:20). 

	 Yet Paul conveys God’s promise to comfort and protect the Thes-
salonians, and these words also apply to us today,    

Still, the Lord is faithful.  He will establish you and protect 
you from the Evil One.  We also have confidence in the Lord 
concerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do 
what we are telling you.  May the Lord continue to direct your 
hearts to God’s love and Christ’s patient endurance.  …May 
the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in 
every way.  The Lord be with you all (2 Thessalonians 3:3‒5,16). 
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Thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory

through our Lord Jesus Christ!
(1 Corinthians 15:57)

Victory!
	 When Jesus died on the cross and rose on Easter Sunday, He com-
pleted His victory over sin and death.  Through faith, God gives us that 
victory as our own.  Satan has been judged, but he still “prowls around 
like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.”6  When Christ returns 
Satan will be cast into prison for eternity.7  

	 WELS President Schroeder sums it up this way, “Jesus is coming.  
And in the end, he wins.  And so do we.  Soli Deo Gloria!”8

Mark Bergemann is a retired electrical engineer with a B.S. from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin–Milwaukee.  He serves as president of the Lutheran 
Science Institute and as Martin Luther College adjunct instructor for the 
online courses Creation Apologetics 101 and 102.  He is a member of Liv-
ing Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church in West Allis, Wisconsin (a recent 
merger of Good Shepherd’s, Jordan, and Woodlawn). 

6  1 Peter 5:8. 
7  Revelation 20:10 And the Devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake 
of fire and sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are.  There they will be 
tormented day and night, forever and ever.
8  Schroeder, page 5 (pdf page 7).
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Gospel Opportunities
in a Post-Christian Society

Mark Bergemann

	 While witnessing and using apologetics in every time and place 
involves leading people to listen to the gospel message of free forgiveness, 
our approach should change depending upon whom we are witnessing to.  
The average American today is very different than he was decades ago.  

	 Decades ago, most people in the USA had some religious back-
ground, but today most do not have any religious background—worse 
yet—what they do know about Christianity is probably incorrect.   

	 Decades ago, there were still many church shoppers—people who 
were looking for a new Christian church home.  Just having a sign in front 
of your church building and an up-to-date website would bring church 
shoppers into your worship services.  Today there are comparatively few 
church shoppers.  It is still a good idea to have a sign in front of your 
church building and have an up-to-date website, but do not expect those to 
bring nearly as many people into contact with your congregation as they 
did in the past.  

Opportunities
	 We are surrounded by a vast mission field—right in our own 
neighborhoods.  A large and growing number of people know little or 
nothing about Jesus.  Current conditions, some of which are listed below, 
provide many gospel opportunities for telling our neighbors about their 
Saviour.  The following can be opportunities to let our light shine in a dark 
world—to tell people about Jesus.  Keep in mind that Christians can also 
face some of these challenges.  In such cases, we have the opportunity to 
minister to each other.  
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Loneliness 
	 For so many people, contact with others is now primarily through 
social media.  Social media has connected more people than ever before, 
but these connections are most often very shallow, leaving people lonely.  
Showing our sincere love and concern for these lonely souls may lead 
them to embrace their Savior—Jesus Christ—who loves them uncondi-
tionally.  

Rejection of Logic and Science 
	 For centuries, western culture saw everything through a lens of 
logic and science.  This led to ignoring and finally denying everything 
spiritual.  So many thought that all of reality was material—that there 
was no spiritual world—that humans did not possess a non-material soul.  
Society today is moving to reject science and logic, seeing them as ideol-
ogy.  A silver lining in all this is that many now realize that humans have 
some sort of non-material mind.  They seek to explore and understand 
their “spiritual” self, but they are looking in all the wrong places.  We can 
reach out to them with the news about the God-man Jesus, and how He 
reaches out to us through Word and sacrament.  They can learn that life has 
meaning and purpose.  

Attempting to be Pious 
 	 Sinful mankind has always wanted to see himself as better than 
others.  Pride was even at the heart of the Devil’s rebellion.  It can be good 
and uplifting to show photos of our recent fun events on social media, but 
that same media can daily tempt us to fall into sinful pride and think we 
are better than others.  More than ever before, our culture beckons us all 
to point out flaws in others and superiority in ourselves.  Again, the cross 
of Christ is the answer.  Jesus gives us His perfect righteousness as a free 
gift.  We can tell others about Jesus’ gift to them, and relieve them of their 
heavy burden of seeking righteousness in other ways.  
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Suffering and Injustice 
	 There has always been suffering and injustice in the world.  Our 
culture is putting increased effort into identifying and eliminating these 
horrors.  While horrific suffering and injustice is everywhere, many seek to 
eliminate even the slightest cases of suffering and injustice.  This is com-
mendable, but complete elimination is impossible in this sin-filled world.  
As Christians, we can lead people to the cross of Christ, where God Him-
self provides the only complete and final solution to sin and all its evils.  

Oppressor/Victim
	 Many today see everyone as being either an oppressor or a vic-
tim—that people are born into one role or the other, and they cannot es-
cape that role.  To reach those caught up in this oppressor/victim mentality, 
we might try starting a conversation about God who loves and treats all 
people equally, and about Jesus, the victim who died and rose for our ben-
efit.  

LGBTQ+
	 So many in today’s world devote great effort to causes they see as 
basic human rights—in areas of LGBTQ+, climate change, gun control, 
and so much more.  Most of these activists believe in moral relativism—
that right and wrong change based on what each person or groups thinks.  
Yet their message seems to be based on an appeal to an objective universal 
morality (the opposite of moral relativism).  Maybe we could reach these 
souls by talking about why some things are always wrong.  Maybe that 
would be a door to talking about our innate sense of right and wrong (our 
conscience), and then about moral standards from outside of us—from 
God.  Maybe they could be led to see how justice led to the cross and how 
Jesus has given us everything.  

	 Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Professor Samuel Degner makes a 
similar case about outreach to social justice advocates.  He ends with these 
words, 
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Perhaps, then, a case for Christianity could include the offer of 
a real basis for morality.  Instead of presenting ourselves only as 
opponents of those who fight for causes with which we disagree, 
we might tap into that sense of justice that is driving them.  We can 
applaud their desire to fight for what is right—even if we know 
that their moral compass has been set askew by sin’s magnetic 
pull—and show them the place where true justice begins and has 
its foundation.1  

Modernism / Postmodernism
	 Degner’s 26-page article talks about our current society and how 
various witnessing and apologetic methods may work in our culture, 

Like every age, even the highly spiritual premodern era, challeng-
es exist for God’s people—alongside opportunities for our wit-
ness.  The key to seizing those opportunities is understanding the 
worldviews of the people around us.  The apostle Paul excelled at 
this.  He masterfully tailored his approach differently to the eru-
dite polytheists on Mars Hill (Acts 17) than to the simpler pagans 
in Lystra (Acts 14) or the diaspora Jews in Pisidian Antioch (Acts 
13).  These groups had very different epistemic and religious 
foundations. 

We live in a time and place in which a person does not have to 
travel as far as Paul did to encounter such different worldviews.  
Understanding them is essential to anticipating and responding to 
objections to Christianity and presenting the gospel clearly and 
winsomely.  While one can find nearly any worldview under the 
sun in an American city, modernism and postmodernism influence 
most everyone in this country.2  

	 Degner introduces the terms “modernism” and “postmodernism.”  
Modernism is a belief that reason and science provide reliable knowl-

1  Samuel C. Degner, “Christian Apologetics in a Post/Modern Context,” Wiscon-
sin Lutheran Quarterly vol. 117, no. 2 (spring 2020): 99. 
2  Degner, 93.
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edge, and that there is objective eternal “truth.”  Until recently, modern-
ism reigned supreme for the past several hundred years.  Postmodernism 
rejects modernism.  It is the belief that logic is unreliable, that science is 
ideology, that there is no eternal universal “truth,” and that what is morally 
“right” and “wrong” is relative and changes.  Postmodernism started in the 
late 1900s and is quickly becoming dominant.  Postmodernism embraces 
the spiritual as a way of knowing, while modernism—particularly in its 
later forms—often completely rejected the spiritual.3  

	 Degner correctly points out that while some Americans hold sol-
idly to one view or the other (modernism or postmodernism), many/most 
Americans mix and match attributes of both.4  

	 Furthermore, listening has always been important in witnessing 
and apologetics, but today it is crucial, as Degner explains, 

The challenge for the Christian witness is to understand these two 
influences [modernism and postmodernism] and how they inter-
act in our culture and within individuals.  Formal and informal 
study helps with the former; for the latter, there is nothing better 
than good listening.  Such understanding is important because the 
evangelistic or apologetic approach will vary greatly depending 
on an individual’s perspective.  What hits home for a modern may 
go right past a postmodern.  What a postmodern will gladly listen 
to, a modern may shut out from the start.5   

Conclusion
	 The cross of Christ is what all these people need regardless of their 
mindset (or worldview), and leading people to that cross is what Lutherans 

3  Many new philosophies apply postmodern ideas including “critical theory” and 
“social justice.” The WELS 2023 convention passed a resolution to have “the WELS 
Conference of Presidents prepare a pastoral brief emphasizing the importance of 
justice and analyzing critical theories in light of Scripture.”  The complete memo-
rial is at www.LutheranScience.org/CTmemorial.  
4  Degner, 91, 93.  
5  Degner, 93‒94.  

http://www.LutheranScience.org/CTmemorial
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do best.  A seminary journal article about preaching in a post-Christian 
society expands that point, 

The very thing those same modern, postmodern, post-Christian, 
however-you-want-to-label-them people need is the very thing 
we Lutheran preachers are best equipped to offer.  Rather than 
assuming the secret to engaging modern man with the gospel is 
something new or radically different from what we’ve been doing, 
I hope to demonstrate that if we look closely at the world to which 
we are communicating and the message we are trying to commu-
nicate to it, we will find them to be a perfect fit.6

	 We are surrounded by a vast mission field—right in our own 
neighborhoods.  People in our communities hold to many more varied 
worldviews than at any time in recent memory.  It is important to carefully 
listen to their thoughts and opinions—always showing true Christian love 
and concern.  They, and everyone else too, need Jesus and the cross, but 
that may be the farthest thing from their minds.  

	 What path might we use to lead them to the gospel?  Listening 
to what they have to say is almost always the best first step.  We briefly 
looked at some thoughts on how to witness in various situations.  Such 
study of evangelism and apologetic methods is helpful, but it is not essen-
tial.  God has already prepared you to be His ambassador.  There will be 
further training down the road, but you are His ambassador already.  God 
can use you as you are to proclaim the gospel.  

	 Our post-Christian society presents us with many opportunities to 
tell others about Jesus.  Think about people in your life and how you might 
witness to them.  Do you know who is a Christian and who is not?  Ask 
them a spiritually related question and listen to what they have to say.  

6  Jonathan P. Bauer, “Bringing Christ into the World of the Scream: Commu-
nicating the Gospel to Products of a Post-Christian World,” Wisconsin Lutheran 
Quarterly vol. 116, no. 3 (summer 2019): 207. 
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Living with Government
in a Post-Christian Society

Mark Bergemann

	 Secular civil government is God’s servant to do good, and God 
commands that we obey the government He has given to us.1  This situ-
ation is explained rather well in the People’s Bible Teachings book, Civil 
Government: God’s Other Kingdom.2  

	 But what about times when government oppresses God’s people?  
At these times, God calls government “Satan’s beast.”3  When government 
is oppressing the church, we may eventually be forced to say with the Apos-
tle Peter, “We must obey God rather than men.”4  But at exactly what 
point are we to disobey the government—so that we can obey God?  Indi-

1  Romans 13:1‒7, Everyone must submit to the governing authorities.  For 
no authority exists except by God, and the authorities that do exist have been 
established by God.  Therefore the one who rebels against the authority is op-
posing God’s institution, and those who oppose will bring judgment on them-
selves.  For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to evil.  Would you like 
to have no fear of the one in authority?  Do what is good, and you will receive 
praise from him, because he is God’s servant for your benefit.  But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, because he does not carry the sword without reason. He is 
God’s servant, a punisher to bring wrath on the wrongdoer.  Therefore it is nec-
essary to submit, not only because of wrath, but also because of conscience.  
For this reason you also pay taxes, because the authorities are God’s ministers, 
who are employed to do this very thing.  Pay what you owe to all of them: taxes 
to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom 
respect is owed, and honor to whom honor is owed. 
2  Daniel M. Deutschlander, Civil Government: God’s Other Kingdom, (Milwau-
kee: Northwestern Publishing House, 1998). 
3  Revelation 13:1‒2, 6‒7, I saw a beast rising out of the sea. …The dragon 
[Satan] gave the beast his power, his throne, and great authority.  …The beast 
opened his mouth to speak blasphemies against God: to blaspheme his name, 
his dwelling, and those who dwell in heaven.  He was also given permission to 
wage war against the saints and to overcome them, as well as authority over 
every tribe and people and language and nation. 
4  Acts 5:27-29 The high priest asked them, “Did we not give you strict orders 
not to teach in this name? Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, 
and you are determined to bring this man’s blood down on us!” But Peter and 
the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men.”

Living with Government
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vidual Christians and the church are having to grapple with this question 
more and more, as the United States becomes more fully post-Christian.

At exactly what point are 
we to disobey the government

so that we can obey God?

	 A WELS pastor, Michael Zarling, explores answers to this ques-
tion in his 2023 book, Resisting the Dragon’s Beast: What if God’s Servant 
of the Government Behaves Like Satan’s Servant?5  Pastor Zarling’s con-
gregation in Racine Wisconsin did not enforce government COVID rules 
for masking and alternate seating during their worship services, since they 
felt it was a situation where we should obey God rather than men.  Zarling 
was asked to write a paper about this for his pastors’ conference, and that 
resulted in a 231-page book and weekly podcast.6    

	 Regarding the question, “At exactly what point are we to disobey 
the government—so that we can obey God?”, the first book referenced 
above, Civil Government: God’s Other Kingdom, leans strongly against 
resisting government in most cases.  The second book, Resisting the Drag-
on’s Beast: What if God’s Servant of the Government Behaves Like Satan’s 
Servant?, leans strongly toward resistance in many more cases.  Those 
who desire to study this topic in depth would do well to read both books.  

	 While our church body (WELS) is united in doctrine, we are not 
always united in practice.  One of those areas is how to apply the Biblical 
doctrine of the two kingdoms (church and government).  

5  Michael Zarling, Resisting the Dragon’s Beast: What if God’s Servant of the 
Government Behaves Like Satan’s Servant (Athanatos Publishing Group, 2023).  
6  Podcast by Michael Zarling at https://www.youtube.com/@ResistingtheDrag-
onsBeast/featured (accessed 9-21-23).

https://www.youtube.com/@ResistingtheDragonsBeast/featured
https://www.youtube.com/@ResistingtheDragonsBeast/featured
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	 Local, state, and federal governments in the United States are rap-
idly becoming more antagonistic to Christians and to Christian churches, 
exposing a disparity in how our congregations react to governmental au-
thority.  It seems that there is growing study and discussion in the WELS 
about how to apply the Biblical doctrine of the two kingdoms.  That is a 
good development.  

Worry About Corrupt Government
	 Many in the US are deeply grieved by a growing corruption of 
government officials, and some worry the country they grew up in may be 
gone.  Christians who are troubled by this, and I am one, can find comfort 
in God’s promises.  

Look to God’s promises 
for spiritual strength.

	 Look to God’s promises for spiritual strength.  Those promises are 
recorded in Scripture.  As we read, hear, contemplate, and/or study Scrip-
ture, God works to strengthen our faith.  We all need to constantly hear the 
Good News of the gospel, in both good times and bad.  

	 Know this: God works through all situations to help, love, and 
bless us, including times of hardship.  The Apostle Paul tells us: “We know 
that all things work together for the good of those who love God, for 
those who are called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).  The 
“purpose” of God is to bring us home to Him in heaven for all eternity.  

	 If you do not regularly (daily?) read Scripture, how about starting 
today and making it a habit?  How about starting with the Gospel of John?  
Others may prefer daily schedules that guide you to read the entire Bible 
in one or in three years.  Multiple options are available at https://wels.net/
serving-you/bible/ (accessed 9-21-23).  

https://wels.net/serving-you/bible/
https://wels.net/serving-you/bible/
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Please Support This Ministry

Join LSI
Associate individual membership is FREE.
Voting individual membership has dues.

Congregational membership is FREE.
www.LutheranScience.org/join

451 Individuals are Members of LSI
• 50% are laity.
• 27% are pastors.
• 23% are teachers.

	 Associate membership is open to everyone, while voting 
membership is open to members of WELS/ELS Lutheran congrega-
tions.  All LSI members receive the quarterly LSI Journal (via email 
link), occasional insider LSI news, and access to the member only 
portion of the LSI website.

	 Voting congregations receive a free 3-copy print subscrip-
tion to the LSI Journal plus half price on journal sets.  Details about 
congregational membership are at www.LutheranScience.org/con-
gregations.  

	 Need creation apologetic resources for ministry or personal 
study?  Email your needs to LSI at office@LutheranScience.org. 

http://www.LutheranScience.org/join
http://www.LutheranScience.org/congregations
http://www.LutheranScience.org/congregations
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FreeFree 
Video Course / Bible Study

Evolution –A Christian ResponseEvolution –A Christian Response
• Grades 5–12. 
• Adult Bible Study. 
• College Campus Ministry. 

www.LutheranScience.org/LBvideos 

Ten Videos
• 6–10 minutes each. 
• Use alone or in combination. 

42-page Leader Guide 
• Discussion questions.
• For deeper study.
• Primary points.
• Bible passages.
• Quote sources.

http://www.LutheranScience.org/LBvideos
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Evolution –A Christian ResponseEvolution –A Christian Response
Free Video Course / Bible Study
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